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Amanplacedasignon

his weather vane that

read, “God is Love.” A

skeptic neighbor asked, “Do you mean that

God’s love is as changeable as the wind?”

“No,” replied the man, “I mean that God is
love which ever way the wind blows.”
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Four Scriptural
Reasons To Miss Services

By MATT HENNECKE

I’ve finally found it! For years I’ve been
puzzled and amazed by the poor attendance
of Christians at worship services and Bible
studies. It seems more and more Christians
have discovered more and more “good”
reasons to be other places than assembled
with other Christians. Work, school events,
ball practice, fatigue, headache, vacations,
parties—youname itand Christians every-
where are using it to justify being some-
where else on the first day of the week.
Through careful Bible study, however, I
think I’ve found at least four scriptural

_ reasons to miss worship services.

* Good Reason #1:

Being Deep in Thought

Many times a train of thought is derailed
because of the distraction created by a
church assembly. This often happens tome
on Wednesday nights. I’11be at work strug-
gling with some task and before I’'m fin-
ished I"ve got to drop everything and go to
Bible study. Anyone who has business to
do or meetings to attend can attest to the
disruptionand nuisance Bible study can be.
It’s hard to pick up a train of thought once
we’ve been interrupted.

Bible study or worship can also get in the
way of homework. If you’re working on a
term paper and are deep in thought, it’s
hard to stop what you’re doing and find
time to worship God or study His word.
There is, however, scriptural justification
for missing services if one is deep in
thought!

e Good Reason #2:
Being Busy

There are many chores requiring our
attention and not all of them require a lot of

thought. In fact, most household tasks
don’t require much thought at all. They’re
simply boring and tedious. Mowing the
lawnisa good example.I’ve gotacouple of
acres and it takes me three or four hours to
getitallmowed. SometimesI getalate start
and before I can finish I feel the pressure of
some scheduled church service. In the past
I’ve had to interrupt the task, go to church
and then return to finish,

Wouldn’tit be nice if we could just work
through the assembly and get the tedious
chore completed without interruption? I’ve
discovered a passage that makes it clear
that missing services is justified if one is
busy!

* Good Reason #3:

Traveling

My wife’s family lives several hours
from us. When we travel to visit them and
happen to schedule our departure for a
Sundav. we have to delay leaving until
after c.urch services. Sometimes we even
have to stop to worship while in transit.
Nothing makes a trip longer than having to
stop and worship somewhere. A seven hour
trip becomes eight or nine hours. Worship-
ing with the saints sometimes means going
out of our way. One time I was traveling on
a Sunday morning through southern Indi-
ana and I had to drive way off course to
worship with the saints in Terre Haute.

Vacation travel creates other problems.
There are many places in the world I'd like
to visit but there aren’t any churches
nearby. Wouldn’tit be nice when traveling
not to worry so much about assembhng on
Sunday? Wouldn’t it be nice to go on a
fishing trip into the Canadian Rockies and
not have to locate a local church? Well, I
believe I've found a passage in the Bible
that allows one to miss services if one is
traveling!

* Good Reason #4.
Oversleeping

That alarm clock seems t 2 »off awfully
carly on Sunday moming Even though I
get up much earlier during the work week,
there is just something about Sunday morn-
ings.Icould easily sleep another hour. Like
most Christians, though, I pull myself out
of bed and make preparations to be as-
sembled with the saints for Bible study and
worship services. In recent years, though,
I’ve noticed that more of my brothers and
sisters are getting that extra hour of sleep.
They stagger into the building just before
worship and make no excuses about skip-
ping Bible study. Their uncaring attitude
used to really bother me. Not any more.
I’velearned there is scriptural justification
for missing services if one is sleeping!

The Scriptural Justification

In 1 Kings 18:22-39 we are told of a
showdown between Elijah, the prophet of
God, and four hundred and fifty prophets of
Baal. Two bulls are chosen. One for Baal,
one for Jehovah. Preparations are made for
aburntoffering. Everythmg sready except
for the fire. Then Elijah issues the chal-
lenge: “The god who answers by fire—he
is God” (vs. 24). Baal’s followers as-
semble. Worship services begin. The
people call for Baal. They shout. They
dance. But he doesn’t arrive! Then, Elijah
taunts Baal’s followers by suggesting four
possible reasons their god has missed
worship services: “Perhaps he is deep in
thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is
sleeping and must be awakened” (vs. 27).

As I see it, these four scriptural reasons
for missing services are good reasons if
you’re a false god. And , it seems, good
reasons if you’re a false Christian . . . .
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Two Walking Together

By AL DIESTELKAMP

The prophet, Amos, long ago asked the
rhetorical question: “Can two walk to-
gether, unless they are agreed?” (Amos
3:3). When people disagree, unity is pos-
sible only when one or the other is willing
and able to compromise. Even in the physi-
cal realm, a short-legged man and a long-
legged man can walk together only if the
long-legged man cooperates. The short-
legged man may extend his steps to try to
keep up, but there is alimit to how far he can
stretch hislegs. On the other hand, the long-
legged man may find it uncomfortable to
shorten his steps, but if he wants to walk
with the short-legged man, he will.

In spiritual matters “accommodation” is
good and right so long as the truth is not
compromised. In most doctrinal issues,
brethren can still walk together because one
of them can “shorten his step” to match the
other. Of course, if the long-legged brother
is unwilling to accommodate his shorter
brother, they cannot walk together.

The apostle Paul illustrated for us the
application of this principle, using the
“eating of food offered to idols” issue. He
said, “Therefore concerning the eating of
things offered toidols, we know thatanidol
is nothing in the world” (1 Cor. 8:4). In this
matter Paul was the long-legged brother.
However, herecognized the fact that “there
isnot in everyone that knowledge” (1 Cor.
8:7). In other words, there were some with
shorter legs than he. He realized that if he
was going to walk together with these more
conservative brethren, he was going to
have to adjust his step so as not to cause
them to violate their consciences. Paul was
so concerned about his brethren that he
declared, “if food makes my brother
stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I
make my brother stumble” (1 Cor. 8:13).

A similar lesson is taught in another of
Paul’s letters. Evidently some had con-
cluded that it was sinful to eat meat. They
could not do so without violating their
consciences. Even though Paul makes it
clear that “there is nothing unclean of it-
self” (Rom. 14:14), he goes on to appeal to
his fellow “long-legs” to adjust their walk
so asnotto “destroy the work of God for the
sake of food” (Rom. 14:20). He was calling
for compromise in practice from those who

_-could compromise withoutengaging in sin.
Notice he did not call for compromise by
those who were not yet convinced that eat-
ing meat wasright. In fact, he said, “he who
doubts is condemned if he eats, because he
does not eat from faith; for whatever is not
from faith is sin” (Rom. 14:23).

Occasionally I willhear some say thatthe
teachings of Romans 14 can only be ap-
plied in matters of opinion, and cannot be

used in any doctrinal discussion. Do you
really think the brethren who thought it was
sinful to eat meat considered it only a mat-
ter of opinion? If the weaker Roman breth-
ren believed Paul to be an apostle of Christ,
this issue should have been resolved after
the letter wasreceived. However,I have the
idea that Paul was using the “meat” issue to
illustrate a larger point. Until one is con-
vinced apractice isauthorized, it remains to
be a doctrinal issue, at least in his mind. On
the other hand, the one who believes a
practice isauthorized, but not mandatory, is
at liberty to treat it as optional.

There are a few issues which make it
impossible for brethren to “walk together”
unless they are agreed. I believe it is sinful
to sing praises to God with the accompani-
ment of a mechanical instrument. If a
brother doesn’t agree with my conviction,
we may be able to walk together if he is
willing to “shorten his step.” However, if
he claims it is wrong to sing without using
an instrument, there is no way we can walk
together.

It’s time we realize that
we can’t walk together
while headed in

opposite directions

The divorce and remarriage issue is one
which will bring division because of differ-
ing convictions. While brethren with op-
posing views might manage to “walk to-
gether” forawhile, whenever an actual situ-
ation arisescalling for adecision,a division
may be necessary.

Suppose abrotheracknowledges thatbe-
fore he was a Christian his first wife di-
vorced him for “mental cruelty,” and that
he subsequently married another woman. I
believe Jesus teaches that he is committing
adultery with his second wife (Matt. 19:9).
Furthermore, I believe I must obey the in-
structions of the apostle Paul when he says,
“not to keep company with anyone named
a brother, who is a fornicator, or covetous,
or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or
an extortioner—not even to eat with such a
person” (1 Cor. 5:11). If some of my breth-
ren think that, because he was baptized
after the second marriage, he can (and
must) remain with his second wife, we
cannot “walk together.” Let me emphasize
that both are not right. In fact, Paul, noting
the reality of divisions, wrote, “there must
also be factions among you, that those who
are approved may be recognized among
you” (1 Cor. 11:19).

Failure to teach on the subject of divorce
and remarriage will bring disaster to a con-
gregation. Even when you do teach on the

subject, there will be those who silently
disagree. They may be willing toremain “in
the closet” until such a time when discipli-
nary action is called for. However, if you
have taught consistently, there will be other
brethren who will be prepared to stand
against error even if it means starting over
in a home, a hall or a storefront.

Divorce & Remarriage
Issue Forces Division
in Sycamore, Illinois

By AL DIESTELKAMP

For years we have known that many con-
gregations of the Lord’s people were in
danger of dividing over the divorce and
remarriage issue. It has happéned in Syca-
more, Illinois, where I have preached for
more than five years. ThoughI periodically
taught on the subject (with little or no
opposition) throughout the whole time,
when what had been a “hypothetical situ-
ation” became a real case to be dealt with,
the division took place.

We were faced with a situation in which
some of us believed we could not continue
to have fellowship with two members,
while others believed we must have fellow-
ship with them. Efforts were made to study
with the couple who were the focus of the
controversy, but as a result of advice they
had received from other members of the
congregation, they refused to study with
anyone who had questions about their re-
marriage. The offers we made to study with
those who supported the remarriage in
question were also refused. After our No-
vember business meeting itbecame evident
that we had to start over.

On Wednesday, November 10th, we an-
nounced the formation of a new congrega-
tion to begin meeting the following Sun-
day, November 14th. The first Sunday we
had 36 in attendance in the morning and 35
in the evening. Of course, we regret that the
division was necessary, but it was not the
result of an overnight decision. For many
months we tried to maintain peace while
holding to the truth. I believe the new con-
gregation will do well in the long run.
Already, the less stressful environment is
apparent, and we have reason for joy and
optimism.

The new congregation meets in the
Oddfellows Hall, 131 N. Sabin St., Syca-
more, Illinois. Sunday Bible classes are at9
a.m.; Sunday morning worship at 10 a.m.
and evening worship at S p.m.; Wednesday
Bible classes are at 7 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call (815) 756-9840.




SORRY, WRONG

By AL DIESTELKAMP

Suppose a phone call came in to a hospi-
tal in which the caller began to describe all
the troubles her family had faced, leading
up to asking if the hospital could possibly
spare some funds to help her with her utility
bills. The switchboard operator would po-
litely tell him he had the wrong number, in-
forming him, “This is a hospital.”

Or,imagineacall being madetoacollege
or university in which the caller tells how
he and his family are on their way from
Ohio to Montana (where a job is awaiting
him) and asking if he could get some help
with a badly needed car repair. The person
answering the call would likely say, “You
must have misdialed; this is nota car repair
place.”

I have not checked with the switchboard
operators at such institutions to see if they
ever get such calls, but I doubt it! I also
doubt it if auto repair shops and utility
companies receive calls asking for food for
needy families. Why? Because those who
need such help understand that it is not a
part of the work of a hospital to pay the
electric bills of the poor, nor is a college
expected to help with emergency car re-
pairs of strangers. They know that auto
mechanics and phone companies don’t
have funds available to help with food for
needy families, and so they don’t bother to
ask them.

Why, then, do churches get calls so often
from strangers who are looking for hand-
outs? It is because people generally have a
misconception about the work of the
church as God designed it. Since so many
counterfeit churches make benevolence
toward the general public a major part of
their work, I guess we should not be sur-
prised that people think all churches are
social agencies.

I am amazed at how brazen some have
become who call churches for help. Be-
sides the usual calls for help from the
downtrodden, some are becoming quite
bold in their requests. I have had numerous
requests (usually from single women with
children) whoexpect the church to help pay
rentor utilities. When I find out they are not
Christians, I know the church cannot help,
but because I might be able to help some on
apersonal basis, I ask for more information.
On several occasions I have learned that
they have live-in boyfriends. Call me
“narrow,” but the Lord’s going to come
before Iknowingly help anyone continue in
that kind of situation. When I tell them why
Ican’t help, they don’t seem to understand
and act as if I'm violating their civil rights.

However, "there are some legitimate
needy people that call for help. When the
opportunity arises, I should “do good unto

all” (Gal. 6:10), but I cannot use this in-
struction—clearly given to individuals—
as “authority” for the church to get in-
volved in such work. If God intended for
his church to act as an agency to provide
relief for the needy of the world, his desire
would have been revealed in the written
word, either explicitly, by approved ex-
ample or by implication.

God has authorized the church to work in
the area of benevolence, but this authority
is limited to the relief of needy saints. By

Family

By ED BRAND

I’m for family values, aren’t you? I am
for anything which is right and honorable,
that will secure real values for the family.
Afterall, each of ushas come froma family,
and is part of one.

Weare having a lot of talk about families
today. Legislators, social scientists and
engineers, “special interest” groups, all
have something to say about the family.
Perhaps the American family is about to get
a shot in the arm, at long last.

There will be some shots fired alright.
However, these shots are not to rejuvenate
aworn-out patient, nor are they intended to
revive a nearly dead institution. They are
intended to destroy one of the most impor-
tant elements of our nation—a stable fam-
ily.

Youknow whata family is,don’t you? A
husband (father), wife (mother), and chil-
dren. Children are the normal product of a
husband and wife, so we generally use the
term “family” to refer to this miniature
clan. The English Bible uses it this way (see
Num. 26:1-13 as an illustration). When I
think, speak or write about “family,” this is
the way I use the term.

But hold on, because strong winds are
blowing to change the meaning of the
family. The “family” umbrella is now
meant to cover a “faithful” homosexual
“commitment”; a “single parent” family

NUMBER

way of approved examples we see that a
local church can provide the physical ne-
cessities of its own members (Ac. 4:34;
6:1ff). Furthermore, when the need is be-
yond the ability of the local church, we find
that other local congregations can send
funds to that congregation so that it can
carry out its responsibility. Lacking is any
evidence that God ever approved of the
church getting involved in relieving the
physical needs of the world.

The wisdom of God is shown in this
matter. Since there are always natural dis-
asters somewhere in the world, and, given
the fact that there will always be poor
people (Matt. 26:11), if God had
commanded or even authorized the church
to work in the area of general benevolence,
the primary work of the church would nec-
essarily suffer from a lack of funds. The
church is the “pillar and support of the
truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). The “higher” work of
the church—being spiritual, not physical—
is to teach and uphold the truth by way of
evangelism and edification.

Vealued

(through adoption or fornication); or sim-
ply through cohabitation (called adultery
and fornication in the word of God). Most
of these arrangements are with the govern-
ment’sblessing, or at least tacit permission.
(During the last thirty years welfare has
increased 630%, and illegitimate births
have increased 560%. Do you suppose
there is some relationship between these
figures and the new emphasis on family
“values”?) These definitions of family are
hardly ones I am comfortable with. Are
you?

Iknow that Christians have always been
in the minority. Such is true in the USA and
in the rest of the world. Now we are in
another minority group: the family. Our
Bible-based definition of family is being
altered. What we mean by family is quickly
becoming extinct. We appear to be a van-
ishing breed.

We should not give up without a fight—
a verbal one at least. We must instill in our
children, and anyone else who will listen,
real “family values.” We must seek to per-
petuate, by teaching and practice, the di-
vine arrangement found in the word of God.
We may not be able to reach everyone, but
surely we can speak loudly enough that our
families, neighborsand friends can hearus.
Some might even be so bold as to challenge
our lawmakers and policy-molders. Thatis,
unless we have lost our voice.

737 S. Union, Aurora, lllinois 60505
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HAPPENINGS IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC & SLOVAKIA

The following are excerpts from reports from
Mike Morrow and Charlie Brackett in Prague,
Czech Republtc, and Rick Liggin and David
Diestelkamp in Bratislava, Slovakia.

Bratislava, Slovakia

We have faced one major setback and disap-
pointmentin recentmonths due to the loss of our
translator, Lubo Sarvos. We had high hopes for
him—not only as a translator, but more impor-
tantly, as a potential Christian. Suddenly and
unexpectedly he quit working withus. Hedidn’t
tell us he was gomg to quit—he just quit! Then
he sent us a letter giving two reasons for quit-
ting: (1) Personal family problems; and (2) He
was tired of religion in general. He added that if
there is a God, and if anyone actually has the
truth, it is us. But he frankly confessed that he
does not believe God exists and that man is the
product of evolution. We don’t think Lubo has
beenaltogether honest with himself. In working
together we got toknow him pretty well, and we
feel certain that the powerful gospel was affect-
ing him. We think he was beginning to believe
in'God and didn’t like the consequences!

This left us in a difficult situation. We had to
cancel some of our studies until we could make
other arrangements. But the Lord has provided,
and for the present we have been able touse Petr
Lengyel. Petr has been studying with us and he
and his family have been attending our worship
periods as often as his schedule allows. A doctor
by profession, he has only a part time position
with an area hospital. He speaks English quite
well.

During the first week of November we had Ed
Brand, of Aurora, Illinois visit with us. We
planned three lectures on the inspiration, au-
thority and interpretation of the Bible. He did a
superb jobof preaching with Petr Lengyel trans-
lating. We had visitors at every lecture, and so
far, one study has resulted.

Brno, Czech Republic

We continue to enjoy our work in Bmo,
involving four individual studies and helping to
build up the small church there. The two men
who make up that church remain faithful and
interested in growing. Charlie Brackett, from
Prague, also travels each week to Bmo to teach
a course to interested faculty members of Brno
Masarykove University. His subject is: “The
Bible’s View of Human Psychology.” Under
communist rule the faculty had a department of
philosophy, promoting communism and athe-
ism. These departments, generally inactive, are
used at the faculty chairman’s discretion.

Prague, Czech Republic

Two have been baptized recently. One is an
86-year-old woman who came to our lecture last
Spring when Dale Smelser spoke on Catholi-
cism. Later she attended public classes and wor-
ship. One Sunday, early in our Bible class, she
asked about her infant baptism. The Czech
Christians spent the whole period answering
and discussing the true nature and purpose of
baptism. They did not consult with Americans,
or even translate. After class and often the next
few Sundays, Milada Labathova was huddled
with her, discussing her need and encouraging
her to obey. Then Mike Morrow went with Jim
and Bobbie Smelser to study with her. Soon after
that, on a Sunday moming, she was immersed.
Her conversion was a real team effort.

There is evidence of spiritual growth among
members. Recently, a man visited our class and
worship. Thatmorning Petr Unger preached that
teaching obedience is not legalism. At the con-
clusion our visitor spoke in opposition. For 45
minutes the discussion proceeded without the
help of American brethren.

I find myself greeting these signs of maturity
with mixed emotions, much like a parent longs
forhis child to mature and leave the nest, only to

feel apprehension and concern when he does.
May God help us remember our role and not
forget that He s able to make His servants stand.
There are other signs the church is maturing.
The men recently agreed to provide almost half
of Petr Unger’s support. They also provide full
support for Mira Vokal in Ceske Budejovice.
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