Stand!

By ED BRAND

Mot long ago on our way 0 Brussels for a
short meeting, we passed the wwn of
Worms, Germany. | thought about some-
thing which happened there over 400 years
ago, ina meeting called a diet. This meeting
had nothing o do with losing or gaining
wight, but was a formal assembly, called to
deal with a recalcitrand priest, Martin Lu-
ther.

He had been called io answer fior his rash
behawior of refusing to accept the word and
ruling of ecclesiastical councils and iradi-
tions. At this infamouns Diet of Worms, he is
reputed to have said "Here [ stand, God help
me." As | drove past this histone place, |
thought about the firm convictions which
must have been in this stalwart man®s mind.
He was willing to defy the religious estab-

lishment for the sake of his own conscience, |
“Stand!™ Centurics before, another man |

wrobe this word of exhortation o 2 young
group of Christians (Eph. 6:11, 13, 14). He
encouraged them to face a hostile workd with
resolution and cowrage. They had been
provided all the sguipment necessary 1o
enabbe and motivate them tostand firm. Mew
Testament language does not allow neutral-
ity or cowardice on the part of saints.

Paul’s exhortation 15 in danger of falling
on deaf ears. The god of this world (2 Cor.
4:4)% has hardened the heans of oo many
saints. It is much easier to give way toemor,
comprormise, and deception, than o oppose
them; for one must take a stand 10 oppose
them. Accomimaxdation is o much less pain-
ful than thowghtful, firm opposition. Ye
need o stand our ground, even if it appears
we may be only few in number, We need the
same spirit of faith Paul had, “we also be-
lieve, therefore we speak, (2 Cor. 4:13). Men
and women of faith and conviction cannog
remain silent when their voices and ex-
amples are needed.

Having said this, I close with a word of
caution. It is possible for one to be so firm,
voal and unbending that even the smallest
matters are magnified. Standing firm may
become an apparent excuss for freating
every disagreement over interprelation and
practice as the “weightier matters™ of faith
and practice. Dhsagrecments ane not toler-
aled, and even the use of different words or
cxpressions become highly suspiciows,

One does nol have w use abusive speech
nor be inflexible in spirit to firmly stand
wihere Faul and the Holy Spirit want us io
stand; fully outfitted with God's armor.

Stand your ground.

Copkow L2 81 1 i Brariove, Sovokia

{1\ THESE

YWalume 28

Oetober-Movember-December, 1997

THINGS

Mumber 4

The Convenient
Church of Christ

By Al DIESTELEAMP

Ldon't know who it was, but someons has
said that evervone, at least once in his life-
time, has come up with a revolutionary idea.
All but a few of those ideas Tail (o ever be
implemented,

I have noticed that some of the most suc-
cessful business venfures are built wpon
convenience. If a business or product can

for his contribution. He'll be in and ouwl in
minuies and able to get back to what he
wanis to do

Before you dismiss this kdea completely,
perhaps you ought to consider some other
obvious sdvaniages:

Solved—ihe problem of lowing your
brethren (1 Jn. 4:11,21), With no personal
contact with brethren, there'll be little
chance for friction (unless one tries to cut

make life more con- - ahead in the drive-in

venient, it seems [ —— lanes).

bownd to succeed. IF it CHURCH OF CHRIST Solved—the problem

will save imeor lessen of needing a preacher

effort, people will like (Rom. 10:14). With

it [ ot e Mt | ‘IIIIIIII]II taped sermons. there’ll
First there were be no need bosid thraugh

drive-in restauranis,
then came drive-in
everything else from
dry cleaning bo bank-
ing. Mow we'ne used |
to Automatic Teller |
Machines (ATM) on |
cvery corner, and

boring Bible classes
and semmons. You can
even listen while work-
ing. driving or fishing.

Salved—the problem
cosed by lack of dili-
gence (Heb. 6:12).
With this system, the

we're gelling ac-
gquainicd with banking-by-phone andfor
compulers

I goit to thinking that mayhe many breth-
ren woit ld be interested inmy idea; The Con-
venient Church of Cheist. The uswal church
buildings wouldn't be necessary—only
drive-up windows not unlike the ones for-
merly used for photo processing, Forvward
thinking beethren might even isswe Aubo-
miatic Worship Expenence (AWE) cards (o
their members and have several AWE ma-
chines throughout the community. On Sun-
days each member can just drive op at his
convenicnce and inser his card in order to
receive ataped sermon. the Lord's supper in
aspill-proof container and a handy cnvelope

work of the Lord has
been professionalized. There won'l even be
a meed w clean a building.

Solved—ihe problem of neglecting io as-
semble (Heb. 10:25). With this iype of serv-
ice hrethren will gladly come two or three
times o wesk.

Somebody stop mef I'm afraid I'll con-
vinee some brethren w iy it Hopefully you
realize that | have written this “tongue-in-
cheek.” Mone of us would want 1o be a part
of such a church! Yet if that is true we ought
to wike up (Rom. 13:11) and ged busy in the
work and worship the Lord has asked of us
(see Rom. 12:11).

Remember, it wasn't “convenient” for the
Loed to die for our salvation.



INTOA Bac WiTH HOLES

By REMMIE FRADER

How many of us have ever placed money
or something else of value in a place that we
thought was secare, ie., a pants” pocket,
anly 1o find kater, ina panick-Tilled moment,
that there was a hobe in that pocket?

In a figurative sense, this i3 the very thing
that happened to Israel, They placed their
hopes, dreams, and aspirations “into a bag
with holes” (Hag. 1:6). The postexilic Jews
had returned to their beloved homeland after
seventy long, arduous years in Babylonian
captivity,

Oh, how they must have dreami of and

longed lor the sweet release 10 come—ihe |

time when Jehowah wouald fulfill His prom-
ise of restoring His once wayward people to

their place of preeminence among the na- |

tions, They, perhaps like many others during
troubleseme times, resolved (o “tum over a
pew leal” and serve the Lond with a fixed
wrpose and a greater fervor,
In 537 B.C., upon their return home, they
diligently set their hearts and hands to the

grand task of rebuilding the house of God— |

the temple. But their indestry was o be
short-lved, Ohne year later, afler the founda-
tion was lnid, the work of God came to a
sereeching halt. And for sixteen vears the
foundation of the termple lay as a memaosial
1o a people whose repentance and “good -
tentions” were nothing more than a folded
vesture of broken promuses and empty
dreams, all becavse they were conswnsed
with the misguided atempt to live independ-
enily from the Lord, their God.

The prophet Haggai pleads with the
peopie of God to awaken from their spiritual
stupor and renew their vision and vigor for
thie Lord's work: "Thos speaks the Lord of
hosts, saving: “This people says, “The time
has ot come, the time that the Lord' s ouse
ahould be built.' Then the word of the Lord
carme by Haggai the prophet, saying: “Is it
tme for you yourselves to dwell in your
pancled houses, and this temple io Lz in
ruing™” (Hag. 1:2-4),

Cmce again the people of God had fallen
into the self-imposed trap of being con-
cemed only abowt their own likes and dis-
likes, their own tme; thelr own desires,
Rather than remaining faithful and Geod-
centered they lapsed back into their old
comfortable, self-centercd, self-seeking
wiys, Isn't it interesting, and very welling,
hiow that the time to do the Loed's work 15
never guite the “right tme™! The excuses
begin to fly fast and furious: “['m oo old,™
I'm oo young,” “It won't work,” or
“We've done that before" But then, we
always manage iomake the ime and find the
energy W do what we desire to do.

The Lord, through the prophet, went on to
show the uiter folly and the completely

desolate condition of trying 1o live a life
without Him at its center and as 115 circum-
ference: “Mow therefore, thus says the Lord
of hosts: “Consider your ways! You have
sovwn mech, and bring in little; Y o eat, but
wou cho not have enough; You drink, but you
are not filled with drink; You clothe your-
selwes, but no oneis warm; and he who eams
wages, carms wages o put into a bag with
holes... You looked for much, but indeed it
came 1o linle; and when you brought it
hormee. 1 blew it away. Why?” says the Lord
of hosts, “Because of my house that is in
ruins, while every one of you runs to his own
house. Therefore the heavens above you
withhald the dew, and the earth withholds its
fruit.""" {Hag. 1:5-6, 9-10).

What o tragic view. Mo matier how hard
theey wepuld try, n miatter bo what length they
wioukbd go, all their efforts would produce
nothing of amy lasting or satisfying value.
They would be as one who placed his hard-
carned wages into a bag with holes,

What abouwt us? Have we alloaed the |

Lord's work of worshiping and praising
Him, of spreading the gospel o the host
souls, of encouraging the saved to cominue
an with the Lord to o undone while we
scurry aboul concerned with our own
“houses™?

What is the most imponant thing in your
life? Is it your possessions, your pob, your
family, yourself? Whatewer it may be, if it is

anything other than the Lord's will and
work, may | suggest s charitably as I know
how, you have placed all that is impartant (o
you “imo a bag with holes,” and you are
wasting your lime. We must learn the vital
lesson that making God’s work the core of
our existence helps ws to distinguish be-
tween the worthless and the troly valuable
things of life, and makes everything of any
etermal imporance shing brilliantly through,

The scriptures teach us o “seck first the
kingdom of God, and His righteousness and
all these things shall be given unio you"
(Matt. 6:33). The command 15 10 put God
first, and He will provide. Pubting Guod first
means to allow Him o reign and rule over
every aspect of cur lives. This requires that
we emply ourselves of self and let His way
of living becomee our own.

We must allow His word (o amrest each
thought and motive and permeate our very
souls. As David saad: “Oh, bow | love Your
law! Tt is my meditation all the day™ (Psa.
119:97), The blessing is unmistakable and 1o
be greatly desired. God will sustain us with
all that we nesd. Rather than blowing il
away, He will gather it in; rather than going
away hungry, we will be satisfied; rather
than a pocket with holes, our work will be
erowned with His resplendent glory, Do’y
setile fior a bag with holes. Put God and His
work first and vou will be eternally blessed,

NP Caniuny Ave, A Moodewooad MVASTIE

RunningAmuck @Online.com

By AL

The computer, with internet and e-mail
capabilities, has proven 1o be a maxed bless-
ing. Like many other opportunities (God has
made possible, it kas been used both for
building up and tearing down; for good and
for ewil.

It has truly been a blessing that some
compuler-literate brethren have developed
and maintgined web pages as still another

i

means o réach the lost and edify :ainl.s_i

Indecd, the more well-designed intermet
sites which direct people back 10 the Bible,
the better. Perhaps home s will he tothis
gensration what church bulletins were in the
&l
P The opportunily for almost instant com-
munication with large numbers of brethren
at the same time has arrived via e-mail lists:
Preachers have been able 10 share sermon
ideas and illustrations with each other; con-
gregatons have been able wo issue their own
“Macedonian calls” for help (Ac. 1690
news of interest to Christians everywhere

|

|
'

has spread all over the world quickly, allow- |

ing ws to rejoice or weep with others (Eom.
12:15), and 1w pray for one another {Jas,
5:16); open-forum discussions of Bible top-
ics have laken place.

It should be no surprise that Satan and his
forces aleo take advantage of this avenue of
communication. Besides the obvious use of
the infernet to peddle smut, infideliny and
humanism, he has used it in & more subtle
wity to spread Talse docinine and gender
sirife.

It seems, based on the discussions [Pve
seen on the various e-mail “lists,” that a few
brethren are inclined to run amuck, 1 don't
know—maybe there's something  abouwi
sending comments over a modem that em-
boldens some o make outlandish argu-
ments. Or, maybe arguments are being made
while “on-line" and not enough thought and
study has gone into them. The resalt is less
than edifying,

I"'m oot calling for an end to discussions,
nor am 1 sugpesting any kind of imposed
controd=—odher than self-contral, Towowld be
good if we all would measure our words as
we discuss the Bible among ourselves.



The following was originally published asa
Feanire article in the Pontiae Daily Leader
et (et 11, 1997 exacily one week after the
Promise Keepers' rally in Waskington D, C.

By ANDY DNESTELEAMFP

With a prayer for understanding | have
gubmitted this article for poblication know-
ing that it will disturb some, However, like
Moses, the prophets, and Jesus Himself, my
aimm is ot popularity but the proclamation of
truth.

If my poal in preaching or wniling 1%
merely to please you the listener or reader,
then I would not be a servant of Christ (Gal,
12100, T'will derive nopersonal satisfaction if
Langer you, but | am constrained (o present
the truth. Indeed, wioe is me if T preach not
the gospel of Fesus Chrst (1 Cor. 9:16).

Oinly inan affluent culiure do we have the
time and resources for “ministries of Christ”
whose glitz and soope fval that which Hol-
Iywond is able o produce., From the clubs wo

the “crusades™ o the cathedrals there is |

much time, effort and money appealed for
and received from the masses who have been
cajoled by the “calling” that some man pro-
fesses he has received from God.

Imagine Jesus having a iglethon o raise
maney! Picture Peter standing up on Pente-
cost with his white robes and nings and his
wife nexttohimdolled up in awig and heavy
make-up. Can you see Paul calling for a
million men io rally in Rome and making a
huge (cosaly ) production of 107 These kinds
of evenis are nod the products of a church that
has been tested and purified in the fires of
persecution,

These types of “ministries” are hay and
stubhle that have bezn propped up temporar-
ily by that which maoth and rust will destroy
and that which thiewes will break inand steal
(M, 6:19,200.

Last weekend hundreds of thousands of
men rallied in Washington, . C. 1o encour-
age each other to be commuitted Lo Christ, to
be committed o their wives and children,
and to lake responsibility for leadership.
What a sad commentary on our sockety and
its churches that godly themes such as thess
are considered novel enough to produce a
croas-country pilgrimage.

Could these men not travel o their local
congregations and receive this edification?
Sadly, the truth is that many could not. Thus,
atbernpding 1o stand in the gap that secular-
ized churches have left open 15 a man-mads
arganization that frics o ercct an umbrella
owereveryone who believes in Jesus without
concern for the memerous doctrines that
divide these men into their various denomi-
matlons. This is doomed o fail. A house
divided (morally or doctrinally) against it-
selfl cannot stand (Matr, 12:25),

Consider the composition of thal crowd
last Saturday. There would have been those
who recognize the authority of the Pope over
the undversal church arm-in-arm with those
whao reject that suthority. There would have
been those who claim 1o have the Holy
Spirit-given gifts of prophecy and miraco-
lous healing hand-in-hand with those who
deny that those gifls are given loday,

There would have been those who belicve
that man is born totally depraved side-by-
side wath those who think man has free will.
Men who reject the idea that Christ was
actually resurrected in the flesh likely em-
heaced men who insist that He was. Isn’t thal
wonderful ! No! Ilis nonsensical, and it pro-
fanes the trwth {2 Cor, &:14-T: 1),

Unity 15 nod sccomplished by ignoring
that which divides. It is not achisved by
compromising truth, It is nol accomplished
by rallying around the recognition that Crod
cormmands men o be spiriteal leaders and, &
ithe samie time, ignoring the significant doc-
trinal differences that divade us, That 15 not
spiritual leadership, bul avosdance!

If the docirinal issues are insignificant,
then why is there division? If they are sig-
nificant, then those doctrinal differences
must be discussed with the same fervor and
passion with which other errors have been
readily scknoaledped. Wiy is it noble toac-
knobedge the truth that we have raised upa
generation of men who have been seduced
by the ungodly 1o abdicate their leadership
rodes, but it is divisive to observe that many
of the same men have rejected the trath of
God on ather significant matters of doc-
brime?

There is a fad-like zeal For men. en masse,
to confess their failures as leaders, hushands
and fathers. One wonders, however, abouwt
the sincerity of such when the same are
invited to re-cxamine fundamental doc-
trines regarding Jeses, His church or salva-
tion and there is a collective yawn.

Rallies may make you feel good and may
scem cathartic and produce zeal, but if truth
is nol valued, expected and taught, then we
accomlish little more than the Ephesians
did by velling, “Great s Diana of the Ephe-
sians!™ for hours (Ac. 19:34). Be assured,
the Ephesians Tell good afver that rally and
likely went home cxcited, but what good did
itdo them? Zeal without knowledge is impo-
tent i save (Rom. 10025,

Speaking of salvation. nothing better
exemplifies the failure of many of these
“ministries” to honor truth than what they
teach sinners to do 10 be saved, People are
told, “Ask Jesus to come into your heart™ and
then panicipants are asswered that they are
saved. Any one who would suggest that an
invitation like that harmonizes with Jesus®
“preat comimission’ (MMate. 28:09,20; Mk
16:15,16) needs to read that charge again,

and has missed what the first Christians
taught those in sin (Ac, 2:38; B:33,36, cic. ).
Getting people excited with large crowds,
slick productions, neat T-shins, and elo-
quent speakers reflects Madison Avenue
more than Christ. That, combined with a
walered down gospel, is a recipe for a form
of godliness that is powerless (2 Tim, 3:5).
ez, it has power to attract, excite, and maks
noise, but it is devoid of saving power.
Let's retwn oo that which has the power to
make us holy, the truth of God"s word (Tn,
iT:17), Let's rely upon and not be ashamed
of the unadulicrated and unembellished
pospel of Christ, It is God's power D save
{Rom. 1:16).
JETE druaionng Avis., Fonmoc, Mmool

Futting ey
Back in he
Brice 5 Fromise

By Al INESTELEAMP

A few years ago ]l was asked to perform the
wedding of a couple I didn't know. T usually
turm down most such requests because, mone
ofien than not, one or both parties have been
through a divorce. But such was not the case
this time, Consequently we mel 4l a conser-
vatory in a public park where the bride,
groom and a few friends gathered for the
CErEmony.

In the sermon, preceding the exchanging
of the vows, | read the words of the apostle
Paul comparing the hushand-wife relation-
shipio Christand the church (Eph. 5:22-33).

When it came Gme for the vows every-
thing went well right op to the point where 1
asked the bride, “Do you promise to love,
honeor and obey him so long as you both shall
live™ An uneasy moment followed as the
bride stood in frozen silence with & startled
look on her face. Finally, she forced herself
tosay, "Ido,” and we finished the ceremony.

That taught me a valuable lesson. Since
then I have discussed the vows with the
couples before agreeing o participate.

Unforunately, I've noticed that many
preachers (even among our brethren) have
omitted the promise toobey from the brides’
vows, 1t is needful, in this age when there 15
s0 much resistance 10 women being in sub
mission to any man, that preachers have
enough courage of conviction 1o pul “obey™
back in the wedding vows. Al the same time
we need 1o help both bride and groom under-
stand that this is not 8 matter of male domi-
nation, but of submission o God’s pre-
scribed order.



If You Didn’t | Humanism; America’s ‘State Religion’

Receive
This Paper

1 recognize the absurdity in the headline
above. [had to get your attention somehos
I don't know why, but one day I sat down at
My computer 1o make some comections in
iy miailing list and the entire file was gone.

Fortumately, | have made it o practice to
“backup” my mailing list every once in
awhile. That"s the only reason you®re read-
ing this now, The last fime T had made a
backup copy was October 14 (which at the
time was a little more than a moath). T also
have the habit of saving any changes of
address cards [ receive, 50 [ was able to enter
those changes without much problem.

What I didn’{ save are some requests from |

posential new readers asking to be puton the
mailing list, Why Ididn't save thern, [ don't
know. The result is that there are several
people whowent to the irouble of regquesting
this paper who won't get it

Why am I tzlling this to you? Perhaps it's
therapewtic, It bothers me thal some will
think that I didn't honor their request. Or,
maaybe | have the delusion that people talk
about this paper 50 much that they will say,
“T wonder why I didn't get my copy,” and
you'll be able 1w iell them io write again.

Also lost was a reminder to myself about
a church somewhere In Tennessee which is
looking for a preacher. 1 iold them I would
put a small notice of their need in this issue.
If the brother who called me will write orcall
again 1 will put it in the next 1ssue.

I'll try to do betber in the future.

. By Al DIESTELKAMP

Secular humanism has succeeded in be-
coming the state religion of our nation. The
word “secular” has actually drawn attention
away From the Fact that humanism is a faith
system. For that reason it has been able tobe
promaled by tax-supporied agencics such as
the public school system.

Itis ironic that humanists, who have been
in the forefront in the separation of church
and state controversy, have succeeded in
ridding any hint of faith in God From schood
carmicuiums and activities while they pro-
pogate humanist doctrine al Uhe saome Lime.

We might wonder how they have accom- |

plished this in a nation where most people
believe in God. Perhaps ane answer 1% thal
many people don”{ understand what human-

iz really is, I fear that some get the words |

“humanist” and “humanitanian™ confusad.
Indeed, most humanitarans are nol human-

| ists. A humanitarian iz one who 15 benevio-

bent toweard other people—especially those
indire circumstances. Noone woubd quarrel
with that artribute.

A humanist is one who believes that
humanity, without supernatural help, is
capable of determining proper behavior, I1is
a belief system which directly contradicis
the biblical statement that “It 15 not in man
who walks 1o direct his own steps" (Jer.
10:23).

Froan their own writings we can see that
secular humanists are dedicated io the secu-
larization of society and the destmaction of
any religious belief thal involves animposed
moral code from a supernatural being: “We
affirm that moral values denve thes source
from human experience” (Humanriss
Manifestos { and If, p.17% It is no wonder

that refuting Geod and His absolute standard
i5 their Mo, 1 priority.

It 1% uafortunate that so many Chrostians
do not take humanism s a serious threat. We
need o open our eyes 0 the fact that itis a
formof idolatry inwhich human judgment 1

regarded ahead God's will.
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