Words Have Meaning

The meeat time you Bear sEOMeOne wuse

the religious title, “Reverend.” you |

might ask if he has ever looked the word
up in'a dictionary, It might shock him g
find ot that it is dervwed from the word

“revers,” whichis very ol ogely related o
worship. Then kindly point out the

admenition for each one “not to think of |

himsell more highly than he ought o
ihisk” (Rom. 12:3),
—Al Diestelkamp.
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In Defense of Discrimination

By ANDY DESTELKAMP

Many today have o misinformed view of
what has been called the separation of
chusrch and stae, The modern application of
that phrase has beento “protect” the political
process from the influence of spirtual ideas
and values, Some would prefer that the
meral beliefs of the poversed not be allowed
o affect the government. The founders of
this nation mace i abundantly clear thad this
wis not their intent.

Thomag Jefferson, in khiz frst in.auguml
address, sad, “May that Infinite Power
which rules the destinies of the wniverse lead
our councils 1 what 15 best, and give them a
favorable issue for vour peace and prosper-
ity.” T his secomd inaugurad address he
expressed his need for “the favor of that |
Being in whose hamds we are, who led our |
forefathers, as Israc] of old, from their native |
land...and o whose goodness 1 ask you to
Join with me in supplications, thar He will
i enbightan the minds of your servants,
puide their councils, and prosper their mea-
sures,

560, many today will try 0 iBsist that
“religicus” 1ypes should stay oot of politics |
and go back to their pulpats. Are “political™
types willing o stay out of spirtwal and
mora] matters? 1 think mot, nor should they.
Law making withow moral foundation re-
sults in bad law. Likewise, preaching which
does ot address immorality 1s impotent,

Recendly the Tlinois House atmempied o
amend 15 Human Rights Act to make it |
unlawful o discriminate against a person |
because of his or her “sexval orientation,”
The bill had bi-pamisan suppon and was |
narrowly defeated. Similar bills will be in-
trodweed in each state, Thus, | would like to
offer a few words on behalf of discrimina-
tion. Discriminaton has laken on an exclu-
sively uily connotation inour culture, "This-
crimination is had,” we are 1004

INeoe te those whe
canvot discrivtinate

Todiscriminate is simply iodistinguish or
differentiate. We do this all the time and
ofien for good reason. An inability to dis-
criminate is an inahility 1o appreciate. When
one cannad discriminate between good and
evil, amorality exists. "Woe to those who
cill evill good, and good evil; who put dark-
ness for light, and light for darkness; who put
batter For swest and swest for bitker? (Isa.
5:20). In other words, woe o those who
cannol discriminate,

The IHinoks bl secks w0 end discrimina-
tion on the basis of “sexual onentation,” or
s it says. It reads, "'Sexual orientation’
means having or being perceived as having
an emadional, physical, or sexual attraction
o another person withow regand 1o the sex
of that person or having or being perccived
as having an onentation for such attraction,
or having or being perceived as having a
sell-image or dentity not traditionally asso-
ciated with ones biolegical maleness or fe-
mialeness,”

I am amused by those who complain that
wiz can tunderstand the Bible, but then wrile
the nomsense just guoted. “Sexual orienta-
tien” according o the bill simply means
seaual deviancy. The sesually immoral have
cowed many politicions and now want o
intimidate the rest of us with the fosce of law

to accepl their deviant “lifestyles™ on all |

the basis of sexonl deviancy,

Are we 0 believe than marriage as or-
diined by God between amale and a female
(Gen. 2:22.24; Maw. 19:4-8) i merely a
trachtion o which theres are legitimate alier-
native “sexual onentations™? Scripiure does
not endorse such an indiscriminate view of
wzxial I!|'|-:'r|'aJ'|l1.,l. Etl-l."lﬂl'!,l"\,' :.l-c.:l.:-:ptunn: ;|n|:|

| levels. Itdoes aot want us to discriminale on |

protection of sexual deviancy devalues the
Giod-designed family and destabilizes its
position as the moral foundation of commu-
s,

Just because laowmakers and even reli-
giows leaders have bought amd sold im-
maorality under the banner of “love™ dossn't
mean they do so with God"s support. Mur-
derers, thieves, liars and others have often
attempted 1o justify their sins by pointing
love as their motivation. IEis no surprise that
the sexually deviann do hkewise, Troe love
dioes not tolerate immaorality, bt calls for
change in heart and action. Trse love pro-
mades o over evil and can discriminate
berween the tag.

What | found particularly interesting
abhout the Minois bill (HB (474} is that i
blatantly discriminates in s definition of
“sexual orieatation,” The last sentence of 13
definition says, “*Sexual orenfation” does
vt include a physical or sexual atraction o
aminor by an adult.” In other words, the law
allows discrimination against pedophiles,
How intolerant! The law is very discrimina-
toey in which sexual deviancies it will pro-
tect and which it will not. Perhaps in & fow
years another house bill will amend the
[Minois Human Rights &ct by dropping that
ne SEmbence.

BEemember, “Marriage is honorable
amang all, and the bed wndefiled; but formi-
cators and adulterers God will judge™ (Heh.
1324} “Do you nod know that the unrgh-
teous willl nod inherit the kingdom of God 7
[ o be decerved, Neither formcators, mor
wdolaters, nor adullerers, nor homoese ouals,
nof sodomites, mor Chieves, nor covelous,
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners
wall inhent the kingdom of God™ (1 Cor.
G20, 100. The truth of Romans 121832 i
unfalding before our eyes in this country.
Beware!

J2TE incfana Ave, Ponfioe. o &1 704
P STINY WL




NO WORK, NO EAT

By ED BRAND

Most of us have figured out that there isan |
important connection betwesn gainful
employment and eating regularly. Working
is the means of pulting food on the table,

Pawl remimdad the Thescalonian brethren
of this well established rule. It seems some
of the hrethren were so excited abour the
expecied return of Jesus that they quit their
johs to await this blessed event. They were
vnemployed and wers busybodees, He wrole
v them, “IF any man will not work, neither
l=t him eat™ {2 Thess. 3: 105 God intends thal
we chould be busy people, working and
waling im our sphere of labor,

Like so many of God's commands, this |
e Can bectxne 4.'|:rrr|.||'.|154‘| and l|:.||:rl.l|=r!=|:|.. [ '
fiear work may be the undoing of us. Idonot | before we knew it, they wers gone.
know many lazy smnts, although [ must | Parenis can become 50 busy mesting the
admit oo having met one of two. [ am glad o+ demands of their jobs (they both werk, you
say, most Chostians are hard-working,
productive cifizens. But is it possible to be
trg by ?

King Ahab made a mortal mistake afier
Ben-Hadad, King of Syria, had been
defeated o battle. King Ben-Hadad's armiy
had been soundly whipped and the king had
fled 1o Aphek for refuge. His officials
approached Ahab with a plea for mercy: Let
Ben-Hadad bive, Ahab spared his Iife and

Later, o prophet disguised as a wounded
soldier, intercepted King Ahsb, He 1old the
king that a caplive was placed in his care,
with this warning: “If for any reason he 1=
mussing, then vour life shall be for his life™ (1

| theere, bewas gone” (v, 300, You can read the
next three verses 1o see what this means.

“Busy here and there”

He was o busy 1o ake care of s main
business—a contemporary problem with
L many sa.'inl:sl pn:ﬂl:]'ﬂns i heded. Thene
are s many projects and jobs do do, all
mvalving time. An hour here, (hree or four
there, and all the day’s howrs are gone. We

happened, the children God committed 1o
ther care are gone. They have growns up and
bzft home, Where did the time go?

Christians become g0 preoccupied with
being “busy here and there™ that the real
business of discipleship languishes. Perods
of worship and study demand oo much
fme. Working with sew converts of
i wayward or weak brethren is not kagh on the
made a treaty with Syria, including a trade | list of “things to do woday.” Teaching a lost
sgreement with Damascues, Ben-Hadad was | world? Mot woday, I'm oo busy,

szl free | Yes, I'd say that is the truth. Wi are “busy

Devaluing ‘9 Do’

Sy AL NESTELEAMP

The words, “T do™ are heard on solemn cocasions, such as
wediding vows, court cases, sweanng-n ceremonies, and when [20
one is asked hefore baptism if he believes that Jesus is God's Son,

Ciod Lakes vows very serious]y . The law of Moses said: “T0 & man vows a vow tothe Lord,
or swears an sath 1o bind himself by some agreement, he shall not break his word: he shall
do according o all that proceeds out of his maouth™ (Num. 30:2) Later, Solomon reveaked
that “When you make a vow to God, do not delay o pay it For He has no pleasure in fools.
Pay what you have vowed. Tt is better notd 1o vow than 1o vow and nod pay™ (Bcel. 5:4.5)

Whils we are not under the low of Moses, Jesus wamed against the indiscriminate oath
of vow and said, “Dho sot swear at all L b ler vour “Yes" be "Yes," aml vour “No,
“Ho LT isee Matl 5:33-37)0 We need to teii the tuth anali imes. We doa’t need an ot
o srrengthen our word.

Throughaoat the vears 1 o™ has come 1o mean anything anyone wanis it iemean. Couples

Ki. 20:3%), The disguised prophet sand, |
“CWhile your servant was busy here and |

hacl them right here ia o hands. Then, |

here and there™ whale our real work mostly
poes undone. The Lord must have a beavy

heart when he sees how husy we are.
JPRE Tormewoor O, Sresvilie 54 30078
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‘Uh-oh!’

By ANDY DIESTELKAMP

“Lih-oh! | forgod about that part.” Perhaps
v have uttered words similar o those after
inviting people o go with you to a movie or
into your home to waich something. It is
interesting how our sengitivities o scropa-
lows standards are heightened when we have

{ invited brethren 1o be present with us. As

| know), that before they know what |

uncomforiable as such expenences mighi
ke, T beligve they afe good for us because
they remind us that our brother, Jesus, 15

| oRRipresent in owr beanes.

who have solemnly said “Tdo™ before God, family and friends, have nid kept their “until |

death dous pan™ promises; Politicians who have said “1do™ with their hands on Bibles seem

o think nodhing of viclating their oaths, Witnesses before judges and juries no longer ane |

expected 10 “lell the truth, the whaole (reth and nothing but the truth,”

Though we are becoming accustomed o breaking of vows, U'm confident that o will
bring eachone into account (see Matt. 12:36-37), Those who say, “Tdo,” but dos'r, are liars,
who along with sther immaoral people “aill have their par in the lake which burag with fire
and brimstone, which is the second death™ (Rev. 21:8)

Think about that when you'ne tempted 1o be unfaithful 1o your spouse, or contemplate
divorce, or backslide from your faithfulness 1w the Loed,

What concerns me 5 when we guit having
those “uh-oh" expericnces at times when we
should. Scripturnlly, this is geting to the
proaiant of being “past feeling”™ (Eph.a: 1 7-200.
Paul tells us that this is the way the world
lives being alienated from God with minds
that wre futibe, dark and ignorant. That cer-
tainly is ned the way we have learned Christ.
Thus, if sinful worldly activities ne longer
clicit "uwh-ohs"™ from us, it would indicate
that we are o longer keeping Gaod and His
values foremost in our minds. It is those
kinds of people thai God gives over o a
dehased mind to do things which are no
fimimg (Rom, 1:283,

We need 10 re-sensitize curselves o the
immarality that is 5o often pushed off as art,
The so-called poetic or artisiic license that
is wsed 1o viedwie grammatical or traditional
bBoundaries is alen used (o vielate moral
lines, The freedom to dxpress onesell does
nid include the freedom o harm others. This
15 understood n relation 10 certan acis of
viclence, polluting the environment or cven
velling “lire™ in a crowded theser, How-
cwer, itseems that we lack the moral courage
to restrict Freedoms and choices that harm
the unborn, polluie the mind or encourage
people o stampede through the wide gaie
thit leads to destruction.

Yes, soane will thank ot strange that we do
nd run with them in a2 mad rush 1o see a
certain movie, Some will speak evil of us
and disparage the high standards we submit
t o Chrast, Howewver, swe are all going 1o
have b0 give an account when we stand
hefore the judge of the living and the dead . Ty
winald be better to say, “Uh-oh!™ now rather
[hm.l I-llwn - - - e ———— = = —

JATE iciiorar Ave, FPoeifio, SEod 5 id

B S e e S S AT



Why i5 it 90

By Al DNESTELEAMP

Among the basic differences beiween
men amd women is the fact that women are
penerally more verbal than men. I0is wsually
easy for them to express their feelings. Most
men div it Fined 18 50 easy 10 verbalize their
feclings, capecially having to do with lowve,

When we finally do get around 1o express-

ing lowe, it is often associated with sexwsal |

desire. Why do we neglect opportunities o |

express our love in other ways? | suspect it
heas oo with our egos. Men have atendency
e think of themselves as God's gift o
women, and becauwse men are easily moti-
vated by sexual desire we (hank it “natural™
i express our love i that setting.

it takes more effort for men 1o find other
opporiunities (o express and show love for
their wives, but 1t°s worth i1 Studies show
that women struggls more than men from

lack of self-worth. Therefore, she needs o |

be frequently reminded of her value,

If this meed is not satisfied, she will either |

seek fulfillment through other avenuss, or
she will become depressed. Many women
are drown b the business workd where op-
portunities for self-fulfillment seem 1o
ahound, In extrems cases. they may be at-
tracted (o men other than their hushands as
they reach ot Forthe emotional and intellec-
tual stimulation they are not getting at home,

Forces within our culiure hiave been work-
ing overtime to feed this dissatisfaction
aitiong wormen, Women whoare “workers al

home" (Tit. 2:5) are portrayed as inferior o

thise whio are “successiul™ in the business
arena, With this propaganda being dis-
pensed soowidely it is not surprising that 5o
few are contend with a role of voluntary
subimassion. A godly man needs W recogmae
this @actic of the enemy and combal it by
miaking his wife aware of her value to him.
This 15 best comveyed by simcere words of
praise and love,

There was @ limse when 11 wis rare thal o
mimrried woman would commit adultery.
However, wath the cultural stigma of adul-
wry almost gone, it is not al all wnusual 1o
hear of infideliy of wives. In faci, in spite of
divine warning 1o the contrary (Tea. 5200,
aursociely his made the dreadful mistake of
calling this ewil “good.” Even s, very lew
wives would endulge in this sin il only their
hshands would say zomething o make
them feel betier abowt themselves. Unlike
the men they consom with, they probably
have no intention of geiing involved sexu-
ally. That comes after she has been made 1o
feel important by ong who treats her like her
hushand did when they first met

S, why k=0t 20 haed for men tosay “Tlove

you" 1o tie women they love? Is hard
because men are more action-onerted han
verhal, We think we are saying “'1 love you™
loud and clear when we go to work and whin
we fix something around the house, or by

| some labor-saving device. And we can't

imsagine that she doesn’t hear us say *'1 love
vou” when we show interest in
“lovemaking.” But what she would like is
meaningful conversation, tender touch and
to hear the actual words, “1 love you.” One
man, rng of his wife's asking i e loved
her, fimally rold her in no uncemain terms that
she could rest assured that he loved her more
than he could ever tell her. She responded by
saying, T would rather you loved me a little
fess, and tobd me =0 more ofien.”

The man may think that his wife, if she
would just analyze the evidence, showld
kenow withou! 3 word fromn harm dsan she s
loved. However, she wants to know that bas
love is more than a responsthility. There
miary b several non-verbal ways o commu-
micate this love, hut none better than telling
her often

Refusal to recognize her need (1o be ver-

| bally resssured of your love), or rdicube of

that peed, will ceriainly drive a wedge which
will not gasily be removed, Understanding
this basic need of women is the first step
toward satisfying the need, Men are natural
problem-golvers onee they recognize aneed.

The wise husband will make the fulfiliment |

ofhis wife's needs alugh priory challeage.

Onee the werbal communication of your
love ks been established, other ways of
saying "I love you™ will enhance vour rela-

| toaship, Women are relatonship-orented.

They love togethemess activities such as
quiet talks, letsurely walks, holding hands
and reminiscing.

Crecasipnal gifis ot upexpected times can

also enhance her feeling of value o youw. |

Even men who may not be abde to afford a
dozen roses can gelthe same message across

ard o Jay...

with asingle rose (or carmation), If youcan't
afford a box of fancy chocolaies, a favoriis
candy bar with a paper ribbon will send the
same message, Almost as good as saying “T
love wour™ with your lips is doing 0 i
writing. Whether you purchase a card which
expresses your feelings, or make your own
love mote, your thougrhilulness will be ap-
preciated.

Bince women are usually highly “rela-
wonal” beings, they cannot imagine ther
hushands failing 1o remember special occa-
s10ms, such as her binhday or your anniver-
sary. These and other special events can be
et by the wise hushand tolet her know just
how special she 15 10 him,

Oh, yes! There"s one more idea you prob-
ably won't think of if Fdont bring i up. You
can tell vour wife how impontzamt she is by
doing some domestic chore which she uso-
ally must do. Doing the supper dishes or
watching the children so she can go shop-
ping with a friend is a way of telling her that
she 15 important E0 yoal.

Study & Apply

1 Cor, 13:4-8a

Here we have a lisi of the characteristics
of true love, Try applyving all of these in
wour efforts o show love to your wife,

Meditate on your own behavior wward
youer wife, Does your atlitude and action
reflect true love?

fractical Suggestions

¥ The aext fime your wife does somebhing
wiieh vou dovi 't wederstand, ty prnting
yourself in her place,

| Use kindaess when vou have a dis-

agreement with vour wife, v fer the

brenefin of vhe dobr

o Say and de things whick praise and
elevate her instead of veurself

¢ Show your love for her by not being
edstly provoked af ker,

" Bay re her, 1 love vou " Make sure she

ey pherd Fonr Tove 18 the kind that
will never fanl




Liperience the Power of Pentecost”

By DAN RICHARDSON

Recently I observed the above statement
on a sign for an area denominational church.
It gotme to thinking about its possible mean-
ing While I will not presume to know what
this denomination intends (I have not yet
asked), I do know we can study the scrip-
tures to find out what happened on the day of
Pentecost (Ac. 2).

Pentecost is an annual Jewish feast ob-
served fifty days after Passover. The day of
Pentecost, as recorded in Acts 2, has special
meaning to Christians because it marks the
beginning of several things. In fact, the
apostle Peterreferredtoitas “the beginning”
(Ac. 11:15). It marked when the baptism of
the Holy Spirit first occurred (Ac. 2:1-4).
The beginning of the preaching of the gospel
of Christ was on that day (vs. 22-26). The
beginning of gospel obedience and the for-
giveness of sins by the blood of Christ oc-
curred that day (vs. 37-38, 40-41). The be-
ginning of the church (or kingdom) of Christ
transpired on that day (vs. 47; Mk. 9:1).

But how or in what degree can we “expe-
rience” the power of Pentecost today? And,
what “power” does one have in mind by this
statement? If one has in mind the baptism of
the Holy Spirit (vs. 1-4), let the careful
student of scripture note that this was a
promise of Jesus to His apostles, not a com-
mand to be obeyed either then or now.

In Acts 2 the apostles were the only
recipients of Holy Spirit baptism. The im-
mediate context bears this out (note Ac.
1:26; 2:7, 14, 42-43). It was in fulfillment to
what Jesus promised His apostles (Jn. 14:26;
15:26; 16:13). The baptism of the Holy
Spirithere marked the beginning of the Holy

Spirit’s work in revelation—to give man the
complete and final revelation of God in
Jesus Christ. One other instance of Holy
Spirit baptism is recorded in Acts 10. This
was to show God’s acceptance of the Gen-
tiles in His eternal scheme of redemption.

These two incidents are the only re-
corded occasions where Holy Spirit baptism
was given, and in both cases it did not save
the sinner. Both audiences were com-
manded to put on their Lord in water bap-
tism-—the one baptism referred to in
Ephesians 4:4. It was for the remission of
sins (Ac. 2:38). Holy Spirit baptism was not
given to save the sinner; the gospel of Christ
is the power for that (Rom. 1:16).

God used miracles in the beginning to
reveal and confirm His word of truth (Mk.
16:18,20; Heb. 2:3-4). However, when the
truth was “once for all delivered” (Jude 3),
the miracles of the first century forever
ceased because they had accomplished their
purpose of revelation and confirmation of
God’s word (1 Cor. 13:8-10). There are no
miracles worked today or else they would be
demonstrated. Those who look for Holy
Spirit baptism today need to give careful
consideration to the above scriptures.

There is “power” that does have univer-
sal application today found in Acts 2—the
gospel of Jesus Christ (Rom. 1:16; 1 Cor.
1:21; Jas. 1:18,22; 1 Pet. 1:22-25). The sal-
vation of those Jews on Pentecost, as well as
Cornelius’ house (Ac. 10) was because they
heard the gospel and obeyed it (cf. Ac.
10:35, 47-48). This is what must be
accomplihed today. This is what must be
obeyed!
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