Slug
Eaters

By DAVID DIESTELKAMP

| read an article reporting that scientists
aretrying to design small robotsthat can be
fueled by digesting slugs. The hope is that
eventually self-sufficient machines can be
developed which refuel themselves by find-
ing and digesting slugs. | was fascinated by
what science sees as almost insurmountable
hurdles in making a machine that can turn
dlugsinto fuel (not to mention the artificial
intelligence necessary to do thingslike find
slugs and know what to do with them).

What actually drew my attention to slug
digesting machines was the protests scien-
tists are facing which challenge this re-
search. There are a number of people who
believe technology of thissort isdangerous.
They believeif machinesaregivenany form
of autonomy, any ability to decide or act
without human control, they’'ll rebel—or
worse, take over.

Man clearly seesmachinesashiscreation.
They arethefruit of hiscreativemindandhis
physical labor. Fromthevery start they were
made to serve man and his interests. It isa
ludicrous, yet daunting, thought that ma-
chineswould someday “think” they werethe
master and man their servant. Anyone who
thinksall of thisistoo far fetched need only
wonder who is serving whom when a car
won't start, a computer won't boot, aVCR
won't stop flashing 12:00, or an automated
phone system refuses to cooperate.

This picture rings al too familiar in an-
other realm. ManisGod’ screation, thefruit
of His creative mind and His labor. God
mademanfor Hisglory (Isa. 43:7). Manwas
created todothewill of God, Hiscommands
were intended to be man’s programming
(Ecc. 12:13). But unlike a mere machine,
God wired us with the ability to think and
choose. Thisability opens unlimited oppor-
tunitiesof communionwith God, yetthereis
always the threat of rebellion—or worse,
attemptsto take over.

Some see the complexity of man and the
incredible abilities he has been given and
praise man (humanism). But the psalmist
had it right, “I will praise thee; for | am
fearfully and wonderfully made: marvel ous
are thy works; and that my soul knoweth
rightwell” (Psa. 139:14). All that manisand
has is ultimately from God and we express
thiswhen we use al we are and have to His
praise. Intheend, machineswon'’ t takeover,
but neither will man. How silly of usto get
abelly full of slugsandtheninour arrogance
forget Who made us and why!
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AT W%A Command

By AL DIESTELKAMP

Throughout modern times, the subject of
congregational corrective discipline has
been a source of quiet controversy among
brethren. | say, “quiet” becauseitisanissue
that has not generally produced outright
division, and those with differing convic-
tions usually find ways to work together.
Perhapsthisishow it should be, but it should
not beso quiet that wedo not pursuethetruth
on the topic.

While we might rejoice that this has not
becomeadivisiveissueamong us, thereisa
downside. Many Christians have not been
taught what the Bible teaches on the matter
and have never been part of a congregation
which has used corrective discipline in an
effort to bring people to repentance. Then
because of the mobility of our society,
Christians who move away from their
“home” congregation aretotally unprepared
when brethren in their new surroundings
have to withdraw themselves from the un-
faithful.

Most Christianswill understand that there
isthe need for corrective discipline when a
brother or sister is engaged in unrepentant
immorality. The controversy comes when
morally upright people who at one time put
on Christ, have alowed the “cares of this
world” (Matt. 13:22) to draw them away
fromthe Lord. What isour responsibility in
such cases?

One of the most popular defenses offered
by those who do not use corrective disci-
plineon such peopleisthat “you can’t with-
draw from someone who has withdrawn
from you.” That sounds logical. However,
we do not base our faith on human logic!
Humanlogic, at best, isflawed. If my logical
mind tells me one thing and God's word
another, | haveto assumethat there’ s some-
thing wrong with my logic.

The apostle Paul clearly gives the com-
mand to “withdraw from every brother who
walks disorderly and not according to the
tradition which he received from us’ (2
Thess. 3:6). If failure to worship and work
with other Christians is not “disorderly,” |
don’'t know what is. Those who refuse to
obey this command regarding those who
have quit attending worship sometimes jus-
tify their inaction by pointing out that the
withdrawal was to be from those “among
you” (v.11).

Thereismorethan oneway for apersonto
be"among” us. When aChristianbecomesa
part of a local body of believers he is
“among” usin aworking relationship. This
isnot only in our assemblies, but alsoin our
effortstogether to be an influence to people
inour community. Oftenwhen onejust quits
attending he will still tell othersthat heisa
Christian and amember of the congregation.

It's aso true that many who become un-
faithful are closely related to, or maintain
social relations with, others within the con-
gregation. It amazes me how many Chris-
tians, without qualms, “eat, drink and be
merry” with brothers and sisters who are
clearly walking disorderly.

Even among those who, “ought to be
teachers’ (Heb. 5:12) and, in many casesare
teaching and preaching, we see many who
are unwilling to withdraw themselves from
family members and friends who are un-
faithful to the Lord. Not only do they con-
tinue their socia relationships, but some-
timesthey “think it strange” that other faith-
ful Christians cannot conscientiously join
them.

It's never pleasant to have to withdraw
from any brother or sister in Christ. | know
of no onewho enjoysthe process. However,
to fail to do so places us in the unenviable
position of disobeying a direct command
from an inspired apostle of Christ.



Dreparing the Next Genera

’Pf@p«mﬁ&n Jor samvice in Fhe Lords church

By ANDY DIESTELKAMP

We've al heard the term “generation
gap.” Itisagap of ignoranceresultinginthe
inability of thosein onegenerationto appre-
ciate or respect the thinking of those in
another generation. While the older genera-
tion may bemoan the disrespectful attitudes
of theyounger generation, thesizeof thegap
is largely determined by the older
generation’ s effortsto train and prepare the
next generation. Negligence will result in
generation chasms, whilediligencewill pro-
duce generation lines.

It is impressive when we read Joshua's
bold proclamation, “But as for me and my
house, wewill servetheLord” (Josh. 24:15).
Asaleader, Joshua spoke for hishouse and,
likewise, influenced a nation. However, far
more goes into that statement than inscrib-
ing it on a plaque and hanging it in your
house. That statement is the culmination of
years of preparation and leadership.

When Moses died |srael needed aleader,
and God gavethem Joshua. Thenext genera-
tion always needs leaders. Leaders are not
born; they are made; they are grown; they
are prepared. We need spiritual leaders. We
need themtoday andwe' || need themtomor-
row. Whether there will be leaders tomor-
row depends largely on what preparationis
made today.

The Moses/Joshua relationship reveals
somekey componentsto the preparation and
training of future leaders. Moses gave
Joshua responsibility in leading the armies
of Israel against Amalek (Ex. 17:8-14). With
this responsibility Moses also gave Joshua
support and encouragement. Thisiscritical
to the formation of good leaders. Moses
shared his knowledge and wisdom with
Joshuaand imparted to Joshua his authority
(Num. 27:18-23; Deut. 34:9). Moses spent
time with Joshua (Ex. 24:12,13; 33:7-11).
Joshua was Moses' servant and was con-
stantly at Moses' tent (Ex. 33:7-11). The
older was clearly spending time with the
younger.

We see the same pattern in the apostle
Paul’s efforts to train and prepare the
younger evangelists Timothy and Titus.
Paul spent a great deal of time with these
younger men. Helikewiseimparted to them
what knowledge and wisdom he had and
gave them a pattern of sound wordsto hold
onto (2 Tim. 1:13). Paul encouraged and
supported these young men in their work as
teachers (1 Tim. 6:11-14). Paul also gave
them responsibilities (1 Tim. 4:6,11-16).
Wewould do well to follow the examples of
Moses and Paul in preparing leaders.

Preparation for leadership demands that
the generations spend time together. It has
becomevoguefor thereto be aseparation of
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speak things prop-
er for sound doc-
trine (2:1). He
wanted the older
women to train the
younger women
(2:4). We need

" women leaders,
too! The women’'s
domainisdifferent
from, but no less

important than, the

men’s role. Older women

need to take seriously their

role in preparing the next genera-
tion of women to be leaders in their

theyoungfromtheold. Y outhministriesare
popular in modern churches, but these pro-
grams accentuate generation gaps rather
than bridge them. Churches have only in-
creased the generation gap with their con-
temporary vs. traditional worship services.
Guess which service is generally preferred
by each age group! The segregation of
young and old undermines the purpose and
importance of assembling together (Heb.
10:23-25). Joshua, Timothy, and Tituswere
not prepared for their roles by hanging out
with people their own age but by sitting at
thefeet of theol der generation. Thequestion
for usis, “Is either generation interested in
putting forth the effort necessary to spend
time together?’

Preparation for leadership demands that
the older generation share with the younger
generation. This is called training, and the
primary forumfor thisisthehome (Eph. 6:4;
Dt. 6:6-9), not churches. Certainly, under
the broad mandate of spreading the gospel
and upholding truth, achurch hastheliberty
to support the teaching of children, but that
should be viewed as a supplement and not
the sole sustenance of the next generation’s
training. Our failuretotrainthe next genera-
tion hasnot been thefailure of churches, but
the failure of families. Unfortunately, mod-
ern families do not spend enough time to-
gether and are often dysfunctional due to
divorce and other immoral and carnal be-
haviors that emphasize selfishness rather
than the selflessness that produces good
leaders.

Tituswasleft inthelazy Cretan cultureto
set in order the things that were lacking
(Titus1:5). Therewasmorelackingthanjust
elders, but they are first mentioned because
of their importancein setting other thingsin
order through their leadership. Even
churchesthat have elders need to be prepar-
ing the next generation to lead. Toward the
goal of setting thingsin order, Tituswasto

field of expertise(2:4,5). Our culturedoes
not encourage this sound training, and our
families and churches are suffering for it.
“The hand that rocks the cradle rules the
world,” wasafitting acknowledgment of the
pricelessrole of motherhood in training the
next generation. Who isrocking the cradles
these days, and do we want them ruling the
world? Without women who will lead in
their realm, there are no elders, and thereis
no future generation of spiritual leaders.

Preparation for leadership demands that
al generations support and encourage one
another. Everybody needs encouragement
(Rom. 12:9-18)! Children need their parents
to encourage them. Parents need the older
generation to encourage them. Churches
need elderswho will encourage them. Even
|eaders need encouragement (Heb. 13:17).

Preparation for leadership demands that
we give responsibility. We don't first make
someone a leader and only then give them
responsibility. Responsibility makes lead-
ers. Deaconswerefirst to be proved (1 Tim.
3:10,11). In other words, they have been
given responsibilities and have proven
themselves first. Then, and only then, are
they appointed asdeacons. If we do not give
people the opportunity to exercise them-
selves spiritually, they will not develop into
effective teachers and leaders, and we will
be left with weak and immature brethren
who can only handle milk and not meat
(Heb. 5:12-14).

The older generation must be willing to
provide these things, and the younger gen-
eration must be willing to receive them. If
so, there will be no insurmountable genera-
tion gap but, instead, a close partnership in
the never-ending but rewarding task of
growing in Christ (Eph. 4:11-16).

Are you doing your part?

Are you helping to prepare the next gen-
eration to do theirs?
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FOLLOWING JESUS

By DAVID DIESTELKAMP

Theterm “Christian” isused in the Bible
to describe one who follows Christ. We
often stressthe need to follow Jesuswithout
fully identifying the way in which He in-
tended usto follow Him.

Atfirst wearetemptedto say, “ Following
isfollowing—simply dowhat Hedid.” This
oversimplification has opened doors to ap-
parent inconsistencies over things like the
Sabbath, Jewish feasts, circumcision, and
miraculous abilities—all of which Jesus
participated in, but Christians do not.

Following as Disciples

“And the disciples were caled Chris-
tians...” (Acts 11:26). Christians are fol-
lowers of Jesus in the sense that they are
disciples. Disciplesarelearnersor pupils of
ateacher. Vine's says, “A disciple was not
only apupil, but an adherent; hencethey are
spoken of as imitators of their teacher.”
Therefore we are Christians—followers of
Christ—because we do what He has taught
us, His disciples, to do—not because we do
every act He ever did.

Following What Jesus Said

Jesussent Hisapostlesintoall theworldto
“...make disciples of all nations, baptizing
theminthenameof theFather and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe al things that | have commanded
you...” (Matt. 28:19-20).

Learning and doing what Jesus has com-
manded is central to becoming and remain-
ing a true disciple. “...If you abide in My
word, you are My disciples indeed” (Jn.
8:31).

As disciples, following Jesus must focus
on what Jesus taught (and what He caused
His apostles and prophetsto teach). As stu-
dents of the Master Teacher we spend our
lives trying to understand and apply His
revealed will to our lives.

Following What Jesus Meant

The challenge of disciples is not that of
simple memorization of Bible texts. True
disciples are interested in what was origi-
nally meant by the Teacher. So disciples
study the Scriptures for content and mean-
ing. They have to take into consideration
things like the original meaning of words,
context, and figures of speech.

A superficial approach to following what
Jesus said will have His disciples doing
things like poking out their eyes and wash-
ing each other’ sfeet. Thefailureto perceive
what Jesusmeant when Hetaughtisafailure
to be Hisdisciple. Onecannot do what Jesus
said if one does not understand what He
meant.

Following “My” Jesus

Many people today have formed a non-
Biblical concept they have devel oped about
Jesusrather than following what Jesus Him-
self, the Teacher (In. 20:16), revealed for
Hisdisciples. They say, “ TheJesus| believe
in...,” or “My Jesus...,” but then go on to
attribute to Him words He never spoke,
actions He never approved, and doctrines
He never taught. They discount, ignore or
twist anything from or about Christ that they
don'tlike. They recreateHimtofit their own
desires, perceived needs, and culture.

How is it possible that “doctrine” (that
whichistaught) hasbecomeseparatedinthe
minds of many from both the Teacher and
the student (disciple)? Unfortunately, many
will continue to see themselves as students
(disciples) without studying, following a
teacher who has no teaching (doctrine).
Jesus Himsdlf said, “If you abide in My
word, you are My disciples indeed” (Jn.
8:31).

Need we ask, ” What if we don’t?’
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1AVING A FAMILY FOCUS

By RICK LIGGIN

In the beginning, when God initialy
made man, Adam was alone. Unlike the
animalswho all had mates, manwaswithout
a suitable companion. It was the Creator
who said, “It is not good for the man to be
aone; | will make him a helper suitable for
him” (Gen. 2:18). Thisstatement affirmsthe
fact that man, being asocial creature, needs
a companion—he needs relationships. And
so, for this reason, God created the family.
He created the woman so that the man and
hiswife, in marriage, could be afamily—a
family that could be expanded and enlarged
by the addition of children.

Now, | want you to notice that God did
not create a“buddy” for man to “hang out”
with; He didn't put Adam with a group of
friends who weren't really related to him.
God put man in a closer relationship—one
with a woman who could be bone of his
bones and flesh of hisflesh (Gen. 2:23)! He
put the man in a family relationship! This
makes it clear that, as far as God is con-
cerned, the most fundamental unit of all
human relationships is “family.” Family is
critical to the health and welfare of human
beings! Thefact isthat peoplewho, unfortu-
nately, do not have a family are missing
something of vital importance.

Thismay very well beoneof thereasons
why God organized the church to be like a
family—not only becauseit isagreat pattern
for spiritual relationships—but al so because
the church can supply the need for family to
those unfortunate Christians who no longer
have afamily.

What | am trying to get us to seeisthe
priority of family! Family should have top
priority over al human relationships! No,
our family does not come before God! But
our family doescomebeforeall other human
relationships! Family is more important
than our relationship with the neighbors, or

with our employers, or even with our
friends! Family, next to God, must take top
priority, and Christians who recognize this
will have afamily focus.

Sadly, we live in a fast-paced, hectic
society that tendsto send usall out indiffer-
ent directions away from each other—away
from thefamily. Each individual within our
families tends to have his own independent
activitiesthat take himaway fromthehome.
Far too often, instead of trying to find things
to bring us together as a family, we find
things that keep us apart. We take separate
vacations and we enjoy separate recreation.
Spouses (husbands mostly) want to stay
away from home, andkidsjust want to“ hang
out” with friends. M ost families spend more
time apart than they do together. We don't
even want to sit together in church services.

Now, | guess all this, in some modera-
tion, may be okay; but when it becomesthe
rule, rather than the exception, there’ sgot to
beaproblem. Parents, for example, havethe
heavy responsibility of raisingtheir children
“in the discipline and instruction of the
Lord” (Eph. 6:4). But how can this be done
when our children are constantly away from
us, being influenced by others—often, by
theworld! Andlet metell you, if our kidsare
more comfortable being away from home—
if they’d rather spend time away from the
family than with the family—then some-
thing is wrong! And that something has to
change! We need to figure out what's so
messed up and fix it, so that we can havethe
kind of families God wants us to have.

If we're going to build better families,
we need to develop a sharper family focus!
We need to see the priority of family, focus
on being afamily, and start living like fam-
ily. And if we'll do just that...well, maybe
then we will begin to have better homes.
What do you think?
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