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Knowing You're Right

By ANDY DIESTELKAMP

Have you ever had anybody ask you,
“How do you know you' reright?’ The ques-
tion can bealittleunnerving! Have you ever
asked anybody that question? While there
are certainly things that are unknowable,
does everything fall into the category of the
unknown?When it comesto spiritual things,
theimportance of knowing with confidence
becomes all the more important. Can you
know what you believe is right? Can you
know that you are right with God? How do
you know?

Many peopletreat lifeasaroleof thedice.
They placeall their bets on one number and
hope for the best. Othersdabblein alittle of
everything, figuring that their chances are
greater of coming in contact with what is
true and right if they diversify. While that
may sound more reasonable, the questionis
how will they know that they have found the
truth?Will it just feel right?What istheright
feeling? How do they know?

The struggle to determine truth is noth-
ing new. Jesus said, “For this cause | was
born, and for this cause | have come into
the world, that | should bear witness to the
truth. Everyonewho isof thetruth hearsmy
voice.” Pilate’'s response was, “What is
truth?” (Jn. 18:37,38). Unfortunately, some
professing Christiansare sounding morelike
Pilate than like Jesus these days. For many,
truth is virtually unknowable.

The purpose of scripture is to establish
truth. Luke wrote so that Theophilus would
know the certainty of those thingswhich he
had beeninstructed (Lk. 1:1-4). The apostle
John wrote his gospel account so his read-
ersmight believethat Jesusisthe Christ, the
Son of God (Jn. 20:30,31). John wrote an
epistle so that his readers might know they
have eterna life (1 Jn. 5:11-13). Paul af-
firmed that faith comes by hearing theword

of God (Rom. 10:17). From ascriptural per-
spective, there is no conflict between faith
and knowledge.

Paul challenged the Christiansin Corinth
to examine themselves as to whether they
were in the faith. They were to test them-
selves (2 Cor. 13:5). This testing cannot
employ subjective personal opinion or ex-
perience. It must use the objective authority
of God'sword.

John said as much when he clearly stated
“by this we know that we know Him, if we
keep Hiscommandments® (1.Jn. 2:3-5). This
is not because keeping God's command-
ments earns us anything. It does not. Obedi-
ence to God is not putting confidence in
ourselves, but in the God whose word we
are obeying. We know we know God, not
because we are so good, perfect, or faithful,
but because God is so good, perfect and
faithful.

Of course, we must beware lest we think
that knowledge is the end. Knowledge, by
itself, is insufficient and may only lead to
pride (1 Cor. 8:1-3). To know but not act
will not save (Jas. 4:17). To know but not
act in love is awaste of knowledge (1 Cor.
13:2).

Yet, these cautions about knowledge do
not diminish the importance of knowing
truth and keeping it. Indeed, Jesus made a
willingness to keep His commandments an
indicator of whether or not we truly love
Him (Jn. 14:15,21). True discipleship is
found in abiding in His word. The result of
abiding in HisWord isthat we know thetruth
and are made free (Jn. 8:31,32). How do we
know this?1t hasbeen revealed to usby God
in Hisword.

Whenever this needed emphasisis given
to truth and obedience, there will be some
who assume that we are teaching salvation
by persona perfection. Frankly, we some-
times come across this way. Yes, we have

been given compl ete and flawl essrevel ation,
but that does not mean that our understand-
ing and/or application are perfect. Indeed we
know that in the past our understanding and
application have not been perfect (“For all
havesinned... Rom. 3:23). How do we know
we have not been perfect in the past? God's
Word informs us. Thus, “If we say that we
have not sinned we make [God] a liar and
Hiswordisnot inus’ (1 Jn. 1:10).

If we can so readily acknowledge an im-
perfect past, then we should be able to con-
cede an imperfect present (the past of the fu-
ture). “For al have sinned [past tense] and
fall [present tense] short of the glory of God”
(Rom. 3:23). If my persond fellowship with
God is dependent upon my flawless under-
standing and application of God's Word and
my flawless recollection and repentance of
every transgression of that word, then | amas
doomed as those whose boast wasin the law.

The emphasis upon knowing the word of
God is not with the thought that we can be
flawless. Hungering and thirsting to know
and apply God's word is the only appropri-
ate response to God's grace! Shall we con-
tinueinignorance, apathy, and carelessness
because God isso good? Certainly not (Rom.
6:1,15). Respect for thewill of God and His
grace motivates us to know, make applica
tion and repent (Rom. 2:4).

Let us, therefore, base our beliefs and
practices on what we can know. It istime
for those who claim to be disciples of He
who came to bear witness of the truth to be
a people who know the truth. The only way
we can know that we areright with God isif
we are hungering to hear the word, know
theword and apply theword. By God'sgrace
He has revealed His word and counts faith
in Him and Hisword asrighteousness (Rom.
4:19-25). What awonderful offer!
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Speech Seasoned with Salt...and Pepper

By AL DIESTELKAMP

The apostle Paul wrote, “Let your speech
alwaysbewith grace, seasoned with sdlt, that
you may know how you ought to answer each
one” (Coal. 4:6). | understand thisto mean that
our speech is not only to be truthful, but also
tactful, so that it will be more palatabletothe
hearers.

Occasionaly asmall child will blurt out a
truthful statement which will embarrass the
hearersfor it'slack of tact. Thewordswefind
excusablefrom achild may be offensivewhen
coming from an adullt.

The challenge facing Chrigtiansisto learn
to speak the truth without unnecessarily of-
fending people. How do we tell people who
arefully convinced of their salvation that they
arelogt? Theanswer liesintraining ourselves
to speak the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth, with kindness and compassion.

| believe, for the mogt part, Christians try
to betruthful andtactful intheir effortstoteach
others. In fact, we may at times go overboard
with the “salt” to the point that the hearers
fail to “taste’ the truth. If we are so tactful
that it obscures the truth they need to learn,
we have defeated our purpose.

Even though the primary application to
Paul’ sinstructions haveto do with our speech
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toward those who are not Christians, | would
certainly think that we would want to aso
apply it to our conversations with fellow
Chrigtians. We should try to frame our speech
with Chrigtiansin theleast offensiveway pos-
sible.

However, there comesatimewhenwe may
need a little “pepper” along with the “salt.”
Just because our speechisto betactful, doesn't
mean it must be bland. I’ m confident that our
Lord was careful that His speech was “with
grace, seasoned with salt,” but that doesn’t
mean that He never got “tough” with those
who needed it. If you have doubts about that,
all you have to do is read the twenty-third
chapter of Matthew.

Then thereisthe matter asto how we react
to otherswhen they disagreewith us, suggest-
ing we are wrong about some controversial
issue. Are we too easily offended when one

takesissue with what we believe or practice?
Hopefully, they will disagree without being
unkind, but we should not automatically con-
sider it as a personal attack when someone
challenges our bliefs or practices.

| have seen long-time Christians become
angry when they have been kindly questioned
about what they consider a “settled” issue.
Thisisespecidly trueif it involves something
that haslong been practiced among brethren.
It is almogt like they are saying, “We ve a-
ready compl eted therestoration of true Chris-
tianity.” Let me say with as much “sat” as
possible, that such an attitude smacks of arro-
gance and self-righteousness.

As uncomfortable as it is to consider that
we could be wrong about something we' ve
believed or practiced, we need to be open to
further study to see whether we are truly do-
ing al “in the name of the Lord” (Col. 3:17).
It will do no good for usto get angry or alow
our feelingsto be hurt by someone who chal-
lenges us.

Getting back to our talking with those we
believe are in error, let us make sure that in
speaking “with grace, seasoned with salt,” that
we do not go overboard with “ salt” and with-
hold truth from them. We also must “contend
earnestly for the faith which was oncefor al
ddivered to the saints’ (Jude 3).

Veoded Chiictians Who Know The Bible

By RICK LIGGIN

Intheearly 1900's, membersof the* church
of Christ” inthiscountry had areputation for
being “walking Bibles.” Infact, it was some-
times (half serioudy) suggested that if no
Bible was available in the courtroom for a
witnessto put hishand onwhilebeing “ sworn
in,” hecouldsimply placehishand onthehead
of amember of the “church of Christ”—that
would beasgood ashavingaBible! Thepoint
is: members of the Lord’s church used to be
well known for their Bible knowledge. Few
peoplein denominational churcheswanted to
“tangle” with any member of the “church of
Chrigt” in a Bible discussion, because mem-
bers of the Lord’s church simply knew their
Biblestoo well to be “tangled” with.

Toour shameand embarrassment, theaver-
age member of the “church of Christ” today
cannot live up to that old positive reputation.
Ourworldhascreated somany distractionsfor
usthat the averagemember nolonger devotes
muchtimeat al toastudy of theBible. Fortoo
many in the church, the only Bible study that
gets donetakes place during church services!
Beyond that, alot of usjust don’t study! And
because our knowledge of scripturehasfallen

way off, we are no longer able to defend the
truth againgt error—like those in earlier gen-
erations could. The fact isthat many of usin
the “church of Christ” today would be hard
pressed to give “book, chapter, and verse” in
answer to even asimple question like, “What
must | do to be saved?’ Could you...redly?

Butit'snot just our inability to defend truth
againgt error that concerns me. Our lack of
Bible knowledge is producing serious spiri-
tua problems among us. We make bad spiri-
tua choicesin our daily lives, because we do
not know enough about God' swordtohelpus
choose wisdly and rightly. And it's not un-
common to hear Christians trying to defend
sinful (or a least dangerous) practices by
saying; “I don’t see anything wrong with it!”
Maybe the reason you “don’t see anything
wrong withit” isbecauseyou are deficient in
“real knowledge” and don’t have your spiri-
tua “sensestrained to discern good and evil”
(Phil. 1:9-11; Heb. 5:11-14). Whether or not
you* seeanythingwrongwithit” isirrelevant!
What mattersiswhat God says about it—and
youwon't know what that iswithout acareful
study of Hisword.

If our future (asindividual Chrigtiansor as
thechurch) isgoingtobringglory toGod, then

weneed desperately to start [earning nowhow
to be good Bible students. Knowing God's
word is critical to any real progress for the
future. Any “workman” who wants to be
approved by God must know how to handle
“accurately theword of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15).
We cannot know God, either now or in the
future, if we do not know Hisword.

Lamenting over Old Testament Israel, God
oncesaid: “My peoplearedestroyedfor alack
of knowledge” (Hos. 4:6). Isthat God' sopin-
ion of ustoday? Will our lack of knowledge
ultimately leadto our owndestruction?Itwill,
if we don’t do something about it! We cannot
affordtowait another minute; weneed to start
studying the Bible today.

| know of anold preacher whowasoncetold
by ayoung admirer: “ Sir, I'd givehalf my life
toknowtheBiblelikeyoudo!” Tothis, theold
preacher replied: “Well, son, that's about
what it’ s taken—about half my life.”

Knowing the Biblewell requiresalifetime
of study...beginning right now! If you care
about the future of the Lord’ s church—if you
have a vision for the future—start studying
your Bible today!
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BRETHREN, WE NEED TO BE TEACHING!

By CLEE REDDINGER

A number of years ago a Christian shared
an experience she had while speaking with a
friend who was amember of aprominent de-
nomination. While talking about an upcom-
ing wedding the sister commented that she
was so glad these two people got together af -
ter failed first marriages because “they made
such a cute couple.” Her denominational
friend was shocked and asked her, “How can
you say that inlight of Matthew 19:97" It was
our sister’sturn to be shocked as sheread and
understood for thefirst timethewordsof Jesus
on the matter of divorce and remarriage.

This sister was not a “Sunday morning
Chrigtian.” She had been going to church all
her lifeand had faithfully worked on her Bible
Classes but didn’'t know the scriptures said

Let Their ¢
Fingers Do | |
the Walking | )

By AL DIESTELKAMP

Chrigtians who travel, often find it hard to
get information which enables them to wor-
ship while away from home. Even though
there are helpful directories of churches in
print and on the internet, they are far from
complete, and often the times of servicesare
not listed or are out-of-date.

We try to encourage travelers to “do their
homework” and call ahead to verify current
locations and times of services. Those who
make the effort frequently find that they have
no way to do this. In thisage of high technol-
ogy it seems some among us, in an effort to
save money, arebeing “ penny wiseand pound
foolish.”

Many churches do not have listingsin the
locd phone books. It is my uninspired opin-
ion alisting in the Yellow Pages is the best
advertising for the money. It doesusualy re-
quire the expense of having a phone in the
church’'s name, but it is the first place most
people go to when looking for information.

Some churches which have aphone at the
building do not have an answering machine
or voice mail, and cannot be reached except
during times of meeting. That makes it hard
to get there on time.

Still othershave answering capabilities, but
they don’t check their messages often and fail
to cdl people back with needed information.

Inadditionto travelers, theremay be Chris-
tians moving into your area that may have
difficulty finding you—not to mention truth-
seekers from the community.

anything about divorceand remarriage. Asfar
assheknew, aslong asit waslegd it wasall
right. While she bears someresponsihility for
her ignorance, greater blame falls on the
eldersof theloca church where she grew up.
It wastheir job to seethe truth fully taught in
this areg, and they failed. Unfortunately, this
sister and this congregation are not alone.
Brethren, we need to be teaching!

While attending a high school basketball
gamemy wifeasked meto get somethingfrom
theconcession stand. | noticed they weresell-
ing chances on the “gameball.” Asaways, |
ignored it, until | was approached by amem-
ber of another local congregation and asked
to buy acouple of ticketsfor the ball, sinceit
was going to benefit the local athletic club.
When | told her frankly that | don’t gamble,
and that she shouldn’t either, | wasmet witha
look of stunned disbelief. “ Thisisn't gambling.
It's just to help out the local athletic club.”
was her response.

We expect to be approached by those of
the world with opportunities to gamble with
lotteries, raffles and the like. It is quite an-
other thing to have members of the Lord's
church, or their children, approach us and
expect us to participate in the worldly
fundraising schemes. | am not saying that all
of these organizationsare evil. Many of them
are good organizations with good purposes.
Good intentions, however, do not justify evil
actions (Jas. 1:20).

Often | offer to make a donation to the
group at some other time. Sometimes the
salesperson suggests | make a donation and
he/she will take the ticket, since | will not. In
that case | make it absolutely clear that | will
not be aparty to the action, and | don’t make
the donation. Often this makes them angry or
frustrated, and they ask, “What is your prob-
lem?’ My problem isthat my preaching and
teaching brethren (and | includemysalf inthis
number) have been falling down on the job.
Brethren, we need to be teaching!

| was at a congregation once where intro-
ductions were being made that went some-
thing like this: “Thisis Joe, and Bill and his
wife Anne, and this is Charlie.” Then they
turned and said, “ This is brother Clee. He'll
be preaching for us today.” Did you notice
the difference? Everyone was introduced by
first names except for the preacher. He was
caled “brother.” Isn't this smply a case of
making a biblical word into a religious title
and creating a separate clergy? This is often
done, not just by immature Christians, but by
brethren who ought to know better.

Jesussaid, “But benot ye called Rabbi: for
one is your teacher, and al ye are brethren.
And call no man your father on the earth: for
oneisyour Father, even Hewhoisin heaven.
Neither be ye called masters: for one is you
master, even the Chrit” (Matt. 23:8-10). If

we are going to introduce the preacher as
“brother” then we ought to do the same for
everyone. If wearenot goingtointroduceeach
other as brother or sister then we must not do
so for the preacher, either! To do otherwiseis
to create a clergy-laity system we claim so
much to be againgt. Brethren, we need to be
teaching!

One of the primary jobs of anevangelistis
to teach the word of God. Paul told Timothy
anevangelist wasto be“ apt toteach” (2 Tim.
2:24). That means he has both thewillingness
and the ability to do so. Jesus said we are to
be“teaching them to observe all thingswhat-
soever | commanded you” (Matt. 28:20).

TheHebrew writer rebukes Christianswho
were not teachers, though they had |ong been
Christians (Heb. 5:12). Eldersareto both “ ex-
hort in the sound doctrine and to convict the
gainsayers’ (Tit. 1.9). To“exhort inthe sound
doctring’” meansto both teach thedoctrineand
encouragetoward obedience. Teachingisfun-
damental to the spread of Chrigtianity. Though
some people may think Christianity is
“caught—not taught,” the picturewe get from
scriptureis quite different.

Thedisciples”went everywhere preaching
theword” after the martyrdom of Stephen (Ac.
8:4). We read how Barnabas the encourager
came to Antioch, “who, when he was come,
and had seen the grace of God, wasglad; and
heexhorted themall, that with purpose of heart
they would cleaveunto the Lord: for hewasa
good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of
faith: and much people was added unto the
Lord” (Ac. 11:23-24). Even till, Barnabus
knew just what was needed, “And he went
forth to Tarsus to seek for Saul; and when he
had found him, he brought him unto Antioch.
And it came to pass, that even for a whole
year they were gathered together with the
church, and taught much people, and that the
disciples were called Christians first in
Antioch” (Ac. 11:25-26). Hewent and got an
expert teacher because he knew that waswhat
washeeded! Itisgtill what isneeded today as
well.

Sound teaching will help usavoid thesitu-
aions|’vecited here aswell as many others.
Local congregationswhich maketheir teach-
ing curriculum apriority arethosewhich will
grow over time. | have had the blessing of
observing several churchesthat havemadethe
commitment and investment intheir teaching
and each one has outgrown its building and
has had to add on or move. Insisting on bibli-
cal authority for dl that we do is not a con-
demnation to remain small forever. Rather, it
is the only way to be founded upon Chrigt,
theRock of our salvation andisthe only foun-
dation for the Chrigtian’s life (1Cor. 3:11)!
Brethren, we need to be teaching!
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Cost of past issue:

Printing & Supplies $ 85.00
Mailing Permit Renewal Fee 150.00
Web Page Renewal Fees 80.00
Repairs to Printing Equipment 412.92
Domestic Postage (permit) 401.20
Foreign Postage & Bundles 39.87
Return Postage (38) 14.06
TOTAL COSTS $1,183.05
Funds Available for past issue 775.13
Deficit $ 407.92
Donations (as of 11/11):

Anonymous, IL $ 10.00
Anonymous, MN 1,300.00
Beulah Burney, MO 20.00
Jack & Alpha Steele, KY 50.00
Mary N. Mayhall, AR 50.00
Anonymous, MN 100.00
Anonymous, TN 50.00
Jm & NoraWolbright, AZ 100.00
Charles & Elaine Gipp, OR 100.00
In memory of Harold Thomann, MN  120.00
M. Bruce McDonald, MD 50.00
Jerry & Sue Brewer, AL 50.00
TOTAL DONATIONS $2,000.00
Deficit from past issue 407.92
Funds for thisissue $1,592.08

Asyou can see, themany donationshaveonce
again erased a potentia deficit. We aretruly
grateful for these gifts. In an earlier issue |
noted the need to have some repairs done to
my printing press, which along with the an-
nual mailing and website renewal fees ac-
count for the high costs in this report.

OUCH! unfortunately, | have been in-
formed that the platemaking system | have
been using since 1972 will soon be obsolete
because supplies are no longer being manu-
factured. This will require a substantial in-
vestment in an aternative system, and so |
will have to use what would have been a
surplus toward such apurchase. | am hoping
to find used equipment, because new equip-
ment would cost nearly $3,000.

Whatever Happened to the Lord's Day?

By KARL DIESTELKAMP

There was a time, not so long ago, when
brethren generally referred to the first day of
theweek as“the Lord'sday.” Many of usre-
member when even the world recognized that
there was something unique about “ Sunday.”
Most stores and factories were closed and it
waseven hard to find aplaceto buy gasoline.

Among God's children, there was an un-
hurried specia significance to the “first day
of the week.” There was special preparation
on Saturday and Bible lessons were studied
and reviewed. “Sunday-go-to-meeting”
clotheswere cleaned and ready and shoeswere
polished—wewere going to wor ship Godwith

Hazel Owen and
Verna Leigh Go to
Be With the Lord

Two righteous women, both of whom had
apoditiveimpact on the Lord’s church in the
Chicago area, have recently passed from this
life. Both served the Lord for many years as
wives of elders in the West Side church in
Aurora, lllinois.

Hazel Owen, wife of Charlie Owen, died
in late August, just after we had mailed the
past issue of this paper. She had suffered a
stroke ayear earlier and had been confined to
bed the whole time since.

VernaLeigh, wife of Bob Leigh, died No-
vember 19th, just as we were completing the
composition of thisissue. She had been diag-
nosed with congestive heart failure in Sep-
tember and had undgone asecond bypass sur-
gery inearly November fromwhich shenever
recovered.

the saints. And when worship was over on
Sunday morning it wasyet “the Lord's day.”
There was Sunday evening worship to look
forward to and often an afternoon association
with some“ of like preciousfaith.”

In the present age of hyperactivity, antici-
pation of “the Lord'sday” is often marred by
thelack of significant preparation and the ca-
sud indifferencetoit being something that is
truly the Lord's. Many who could do better,
dressasthough they weregoing to some sport-
ing event. Some are habitualy late, and not a
few, it seems, can hardly wait to“ get out” to
go to some restaurant or to embark on afull
afternoon and evening of secular activity. If
the church meets on Sunday evening “ their
day” issofull that they may not makeit back
for worship.

The apostle John was “in the Spirit on the
Lord'sday” (Rev. 1:9,10). Though thisisthe
only place in scripture where that phrase is
found, theHoly Spiritinspireditsusefor some
purpose. That the“Lord’'sday” isthefirst day
of theweek ishardly disputed. That istheday
on which Christ arose from the dead (Mk.
16:2,9); the day the Holy Spirit fell on the
apostles and the church came into existence
(Ac. 2); theday the L ord’ssupper isto beeaten
(Ac. 20:7) and the day we are authorized to
giveinto acommon treasury (1 Cor. 16:1,2).

No, I do not know how muchtimefirst cen-
tury brethren spent together. And, no, | would
not try to legislate on the matter. However, it
does seem significant to me that John did not
say he was in the Spirit during “the Lord's
hour.” While some brethren seemto betrying
to figure out ways to spend lesstimein wor-
ship and with one another, some of us long
for atime again when the prime focuswas on
worshiping the Lord on His day.
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