By ANDY DIESTELKAMP

sacitizen of the United States, | am

thankful for the freedoms that |

have. | appreciatethefreedom of the
press which allows meto write without fear
of reprisalsfrom my government. | am grate-
ful that | can freely assemblewith my breth-
ren and openly worship God. | am glad that
our founding fathers created a government
that is not beholden to any particular reli-
gious creed, church, or denomination; but
that al are free to seek God as directed by
Him and their consciences.

There hasbeen great political debate over
Jefferson’s reference to a “wall of separa-
tion” between church and state. In so far as
“separation” has been enforced to keep the
government from running churches and
churchesfrom running the government, | am
thrilled. However, with increasing frequency
we are seeing the courts extrapolating the
separation of church and stateinto asepara-
tion of faith and law. In other words, if the
courts suspect that faith in God has at all
motivated or influenced state-sponsored ac-
tivity, school board decisions, or legislative
action in any way, then they are declared
unconstitutional.

L ast year aColorado court overturned the
decision of ajury to sentenceamanto death
because the jury considered what the Bible
might have to say on the matter of capital
punishment. The jury had an obligation to
makeevery effort to arrive at ajust and moral
conclusion. In an effort to do this the jury
referenced a widely-accepted moral guide.
Thejudge had not turned sentencing over to
achurch but to twelveindividual swho came
from different backgrounds. A juror wasjust
as free to reject the references to Scripture
asto accept them. No government or church
forced thejurorsto give consideration to the
Bible.

That the jury’s consideration of the Bible
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constituted no breach in Jefferson’s wall of
separation is made especialy clear by the
fact that individual sand churcheswhich use
the Bible astheir moral guide have cometo
different conclusions on the morality of capi-
tal punishment. What if the ones who had
brought in the Bible had done so to plead
for mercy in sparing the convicted man’s
life? What if the jury had rejected the testi-
mony of Scripture as not being relevant to
their case and therefore decided against capi-
tal punishment? Would the courts have or-
dered him executed? Certainly not!

Honestly, | found it refreshing that agroup
of men and women attempting to cometo a
consensus on a matter of morality turned to
the Bible for guidance. Oh that God's word
could havethat position of influencein more
courtrooms and jury deliberations! Oh that
the Bible could have that position of influ-
encein the halls of government, the board-
rooms of our companies and schools, andin
our families! Perhaps, then, more churches
would begin using it again.

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and
instruction” (Prov. 1:7). It is foolishness to
impressjurorswith theimportance and grav-
ity of doing their utmost to make a moral
decision and then deprive them of a stan-
dard of morality which they wish to con-
sult.

| suppose the next step in the attempt to
divorce faith from law will be to instruct
jurorsto disregard their consciencesif they
have been educated in the Scriptures. Ex-
pert after expert on matters of law, psychol-
ogy, biology, physics, and ethics can be
paraded before jurors in an effort to influ-
ence them, but the influence of Scriptureis
somehow deemed unconstitutional .

On June 28th, 1787, in the midst of the
Constitutional Convention, Benjamin
Franklin (arepresentative of no church) re-
called that during the war in that very hall
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they had often prayed to God for His assis-
tance. James Madison quoted Franklin as
saying:

“And have we forgotten that powerful
friend? or do we imagine that we no longer
need hisassistance?| havelived, Sir, along
time, [Franklinwas81] and thelonger | live,
the more convincing proofs | see of this
truth—that God governs in the affairs of
men. And if a sparrow cannot fall to the
ground without his notice [Mt. 10:29] is it
probablethat an empire can rise without his
aid? We have been assured, Sir, in the
sacred writings, that ‘ except the Lord build
the House they labour in vain that build it’
[Ps. 127:1]. | firmly believethis; and | also
believe that without his concurring aid we
shall succeed in this political building, no
better than the buildersof Babel” [Gen. 11:1-
9] (Notes on Debates in the Federal Con-
vention of 1787, Ohio University Press,
1985, p. 209).

If referencing the Bible as aguide is un-
constitutional behavior in mattersof law and
government and therefore invalidates any
conclusionsreached under itsinfluence, then
it would appear that the United States Con-
stitutionitself isunconstitutional . Of course,
thisisnonsense. What is unconstitutional is
denying men and women the freedomto use
the Bible as a legitimate mora voice and
influence. Yet that is happening.

As citizens of this country, we may have
some | egitimate concernswith respect to our
eroding freedom to preach theword of God.
Nevertheless, our first century brethren
never had such aluxury. Let us respond as
they did. “We ought to obey God rather than
men” (Ac. 5:29) and go everywhere preach-
ing the word (Ac. 8:4). God help us to be
counted worthy to suffer shamefor thename
of Jesus, and let us not cease teaching and
preaching Him asthe Christ (Ac. 5:41,42).
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By KEITH CLAYTON

here is something special about

daughters. Dads can become apiece

of putty in their hands if they aren’t
careful, and make them forget their sober-
ing and awesome duty to the man who will
become her husband.

What kind of wife will our daughter
make?What kind of mother will she become
for our grandchildren?Will she be adaugh-
ter of Sarah, with a meek and quiet spirit
which is preciousin the sight of God? Will
she love, honor and reverence her husband
as God designed her to do? Will she be a
good keeper of the home?Will shelove God
enough to serve Him by serving her husband
and children with all that she is? Will she
love God's word, and serve Him faithfully
in His one true church? Will she be truth-
centered and hold God's infallible word in
her heart? (1 Pet. 3:1-6).

Boys are different. We rear them differ-
ently, to be godly leaders. We train boysto
love God, His word, His true church, their
families...someof the samethingswestrive
to teach our daughters, as human beingsand
people of God. Yet, boys are realy differ-
ent. They will be the heads of their future
families. They will be responsible to God
for how they lead. They, and their families,
will reap the consequences of their decisions,
whether those choicesare godly or ungodly,
true or false. Though we continueto be con-
cerned that our sons make right and godly
choices, weknow that those are their choices
to make as heads of their own families.

That'sthe big difference between our sons
and daughters, and it is the reason for the
consternation, and even trepidation, about
dad’s" giving away” their daughtersin mar-
riage. A faithful brother in Christ recently
expressed some concern about his four
daughters—from whence will come godly
men for them to marry? His daughters have
away to go before they are of ageto marry;
but, this dad is looking ahead, and looking
around...and not much liking what he sees
even among the churches of Christ!

I’m talking godly men, not just those that
show uptotheassembliesof Christ’schurch.
I’'mreferring to holy menwho arenot friends
of the world, those who have their senses
trained to discern—by use of God’sword—
between good and evil, between truth and
error. I’'m speaking about real men who are
unafraid of controversy with theworld. Our
daughters need men who stand up and lead,
without fear of reprisal from the worldly.
Wives need men who do not shirk their
headship stationsto avoid disdain which the

unregenerate of this world may throw their
way. Wives need the kind of spiritual, fa-
milial and social leadership from their hus-
bandswhich does not offer compromisewith
the world and the worldly (in or out of the
church).

Godly leaders for wives and children are
sadly lacking in today’sage! Thereare mul-
tiplereasonsfor this sorrowful condition. A
big cause has been that compromises have
been made by many. Some of ushave given
in to the philosophy of, “we want to be dif-
ferent from the world, but not that differ-
ent.” We don’'t want to be so much unlike
theworldly around usthat they persecute us
and speak evil of us. Yet, this is precisely
what happened in the first century to the
saints of God.

Those folks were converted from the
world to Christ and were not about to go
back into the world, nor alow the world to
take them prisoner to sin again. They would
not lean over to please the world for they
rightly feared that they might bend too far
and fall right in!! They made no peace and
no compromise with the world. They were
holy because their Father, God Almighty, is
holy. They were bought at a price—the blood
of the Lamb of God. They didn’t mind stand-
ing out as“lights’ in stark contrast with the
“darkness’ they had just left.

Yet, today, tragically, successive genera-
tions of Christians seemto not havethat line
of demarcation fixed in their minds. And,
some who do, wish it weren't so! They in-
wardly long for living without bounds, and
by such, to be rid of any pressure from
worldly and ungodly folksaround them. Few
that be are the number of Christians who
recognize the difference between holy and
worldly...and who are glad of it.

Here are some of the discussion points
being defended from timeto timein various
churches of Christ: 1) girlson ahigh school
coed wrestling team; 2) attending the prom;
3) modern dancing; 4) revealing attire on
girlsand women—short skirts, tight blouses,
cleavage showing, leglessthan half covered,
swim suits in public; 5) marrying a non-
Christian; 6) the guilty party in a divorce
can re-marry. | wonder what our Father
thinks of some of the “arguments’ in favor
of these manifestations of worldliness
among His people?

But, to the point of thismatter of husbands
for our daughters—how will holy and godly
men arise out of such thinking? It is pain-
fully clear that they cannot. Elders, preach-
ers and godly saints in churches of Christ
must make a stand if the situation is to be
made better. If people'sfeelingsare hurt by
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such clear and holy teaching, then so beit.
No one seeksto hurt the feelings of another,
but, sometimesit isnot avoidable. How will
folkslearn holinessif truth istimid, or com-
promised for the sake of numbers? It would
be better that the feelings of theworldly are
hurt, and repentance manifested, than for
families to be wrecked, lives put into ruin
and soulslost in Hell for eternity because of
the unopposed reign of worldliness.

Again—daughtersare special, and arethe
cause for more concern, for in training a
young girl to grow up into a godly woman
and wife, shewill be taught that she will be
under authority. When she is young, grow-
ing through adolescence, she is under the
authority of her dad. Once given away, she
will be under the authority of her husband,
who will become her head (Eph. 5:22-33).
What kind of head can she find who will
lead her in truth, and be the kind of head
that Jesusisto the church—holy and uncom-
promising with the thinking of this age?

We teach our daughtersto honor, loveand
reverence her man...to follow him. Where
will he lead if he is infected with worldly
philosophies about life? And, I'm referring
to young men who are Christians. A non-
Christian isn’'t even on the radar, for such
would be aclear violation of multiple Bible
principles, not the least of which is unequal
yoking (2 Cor. 6:14ff).

Itisnot with great comfort that my godly
brother with four daughters contemplates
“whowill it be?” for hisdaughters. Thereis
a dearth of available ones, currently, who
are thinking right. There are few who are
unafraid to be holy in the midst of acrooked
and perverse generation (1 Pet. 1:14-16;
Phil. 2:14-16). Worst of al, when they do
want to make peace with God, be holy and
at war with the world, then some even in
the church of the Lord will openly discour-
agethem from doing so. Godly parents need
to begin to undermine the humanist think-
ing infused daily and massively into chil-
dren attending public schools, and which has
infected the thinking of some Christians.

From whence comethe godly menfor our
daughters? Not from the ingtitutions of the
world. They will comefrom your home, dear
parent...if you do your job, with reinforce-
ment fromachurchthat isreally “ called out”
of this world and its decadence. They will
come from sound and faithful churches of
Christ, filled with families striving to be
godly and faithful in al manner of living.
Thereisno other placefromwhich suchreal
men will originate.
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! THE LEsseR oF Two EviLs
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By AL DIESTELKAMP The Bible clearly reveals that one will not | ing those cities God told Abraham it was

hen it comes to behavior, one
should never allow himself to be
put into positions where he
chooses between two evils. There may be
situations wherein we think we must make
such choices, but in reality there are always
other optionswhich weignore because they
may include discomfort, or even hardship.
We're dwelling in an ungodly world that
excuses some sins, either because they are
commonplace, or because they are viewed
as harmless. The so-called “white lie€” has
long been considered acceptable in society.
In recent times the world has developed a
long list of what iscalled “victimless’ crimes
and sins.
Most Christians recognize this as a trap
laid by Satan, and understand that we can-
not afford to fall into it by excusing any sin.

enter into eternal life with any unforgiven
sin, be it murder or that “little white lie”
(Rev. 21.27).

Having said that, et me challengeaclaim
frequently made in Bible classes and ser-
mons that “sinis sin, so one sin is as great
asanother.” The Bible doesn’t teach that. In
fact, it teaches just the opposite.

When God was about to bring aflood on
the earth, it was because “the Lord saw that
the wickedness of man was great in the
earth” (Gen. 6:5). Every man that had lived
up to that point had sinned, but the sin be-
came so great that God decided to start over,
saving eight sinners whose sins were evi-
dently not as grievous as the rest of man-
kind.

The story of Sodom and Gomorrah, shows
that God considers some sins worse than
others. In explaining Hisreason for destroy-

“because their sin is very grave” (Gen.
18:20). He spared other cities popul ated with
sinners, but whose sins were not as grave.

Whenever | hear someone say that there
areno degreesof sin, or all sinsarethesame,
| wonder if they realize they are contradict-
ing Jesus who said to Pilate, “the one who
delivered Meto you hasthe greater sin” (Jn.
19:11). Obvioudly, Jesus was not excusing
Pilate's sin, but He clearly placed greater
blame on others.

Though | think I’ve made it pretty clear
that the “lesser” sins cannot be ignored just
becausethey arenot as“ great” asothers, let
me make it even clearer. Any sin, great or
small, has the potential of destroying one's
soul. Conversely, any sin, great or small, can
be remitted by the blood of Christ if the sin-
ner will comply with the gospel of the grace
of God.

Denving God Secretly

By RICK LIGGIN
“ | f1 haveput my confidenceingold, and

called fine gold my trust, if | have

gloated because my wealth was great,
and because my hand had secured so much; if
| have looked at the sun when it shone, or the
moon going in splendor, and my heart became
secretly enticed, and my hand threw a kiss
from my mouth, that too would have been an
iniquity calling for judgment, for | would have
denied God above.” (Job 31:24-28).

Recently, when | once again came across
these words of Job, | was struck by how se-
rious he was about avoiding every form of
sin and even the slightest of transgressions.
Inthistext, Job isasserting hisintegrity be-
fore God and trying to argue his absolute
faithfulness to God. Job recognized, and
bluntly declares here, that any paganism at
all—even in the smallest of forms—would
congtitute an utter denial of God.

When Job speaks in this text of looking
at the sun or themoonintheir splendor, he's
not talking about simply admiring these
great heavenly bodies as God created them.
All of us, from timeto time, stand in awe of
God's creation and admire its beauty...and
rightly so! We should admire what God has
made.

But thisisn’t what Job istalking about in
this text. He's talking about looking at the
sun or moon with the intent of worshiping

these created things. Job is saying that if
somehow hefelt adesireto worship the sun
or the moon by throwing akiss at them—if
he only entertained these thoughts secretly
in his own heart—even that would be an
outright denial of the true God of heaven.
Job knew, as we do, that the moon and sun
are only parts of God's creation; they are
not deities to be worshiped. Only God is
God; and only Heisworthy of our worship.
And that meansthat even the slightest move
by man in the direction of paganism would
be an iniquity deserving of judgment.

Now, when | think about what Job says
inthistext, | cannot help but think of at |east
two lessons we need to learn from it:

1) A person does not have to overtly and
openly deny God to be guilty of denying
Him. One can deny the Lord secretly in his
heart without ever doing anything openly to
suggest that he has denied God. When we
longingly look at temporal thingsand begin
to secretly think in our hearts that maybe
these things can make us happy and give our
livesreal purpose, we aretaking stepsinthe
direction of denying God.

2) Even the dlightest move in the direc-
tion of putting trust in something else or
someone else other than God constitutes
paganism and adenial of thetrue God. Now
this may not mean awholelot to usin a so-
ciety that traditionally doesnot literally bow
down to images and idols. But when we

understand that Job, not only speaks of kiss-
ing the sun or moon, but also of putting con-
fidence in wealth and in our ability to se-
cure so much for ourselves (31:24-25), we
begin to see the point.

Welivein an extremely earthly (worldly)
society. Oh, we may not literally bow to
idols, but we most certainly devote ourselves
to the pursuit of material things and mate-
rial pleasures. And that makes usjust as pa-
gan as the man who throws a kiss to the
moon or bows before an idolatrous sun god.
And what we need to be acutely aware of is
that even though we may consider ourselves
to be Christians, and even though we may
faithfully worship the true God on aregular
basis, when we put (even some of) our con-
fidence in physical pleasure or our material
things or our ability to secure wealth, we
have in essence denied God. And in deny-
ing God in thisway, we arejust as guilty of
“an iniquity calling for judgment” (31:28).

| tell you, folks, Job’s words here are
sobering...but he knew his own heart! He
knew that he' d never been guilty of any of
these iniquities. Can you honestly say the
samefor yourself? Beforeyou answer, you'd
better examine yourself...your own heart.
Andyou’ d better recognize that God knows
everything you do...even the things you do
secretly in your heart.

316 Alimond Drive, Washington, lllinois 61571
e-mail: rcliggin@gmail.com




& THE CHURCH OF CHRIST A CULT?

By DAVID DIESTELKAMP

ne man jokingly wrote that a cult

wasany group hedidn’t like. Hewas

pointing out the tendency to use
prejudicial or inflammatory languageto de-
scribe those with whom we disagree. People
sometimes throw the word cult around out
of fear of the unknown and asaway to avoid
open-minded investigation.

Of course, therearereligious cultsthat are
spiritually, emotionally, and sometimes
physically dangerous and damaging. Decid-
ing what is a cult and what isn’t can be dif-
ficult because there is not one, all encom-
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“According to cult expert David Halperin,
most cults are groups organized for the
purpose of venerating an authoritarian,
usually self-proclaimed leader. This leader
claims to have a special relationship with
God or with some other supernatural force,
a relationship that imbues him or her with
special powers.”

A Parents Guide to Teens and Cults,
by Larry Dumont and Richard Altesman,
The PIA Press, 1989 pg. 12

passing, definition which can be applied in
every situation. While using care to avoid
unsafe religious groups, we also need to re-
sist thetemptation to label asacult any group
we aren’'t familiar with or which seems dif-
ferent from what we are used to.

Because some people are unfamiliar with
the church of Christ they have wondered if
we are acult.

The Choice Seats

Why isit that at sporting events, musical
concerts and dramatic performances, the
choice seats are near the front, but at wor-
ship people (even many Christians) actually
prefer to sit as far back as possible?

At secular events people are quitewilling
to cheer and applaud along with strangers
seated right next to them, while at worship
many Christians do all they can to put as
much space as possible between themselves
and their brothers and sistersin Christ.

| fear the answer to my question is that
many Christians do not want to get highly
involved in worship, and find comfort in
being away from “the action.”

~Al Diestelkamp

Here are some reasons why we do not fit
the cult description:

0 We do not have ahuman leader. Christis
the head of the church (Eph.1:22)

O We do not claim to have special revela-
tion (knowledge) which othersdo not have
—we believe the Bibleis our sole author-
ity (2 Tim. 3:16-17)

O Reason from Scripture is used in teach-
ing, not pressure, manipulation, or con-
trol tactics (Isa. 1:18)

O Every member isto study and understand
God's word, not following any man or
group ideology (1 Cor. 4:6; 2 Tim. 2:15)

O Wedo not isolate ourselves, but areto be
in the world while not being of the world
(Jn. 17:14-15; Matt. 5:13-14)

O We are not closed minded, but are will-
ing to “test all things” (1 Thess. 5:21)

O We are not antagonistic, but believe, “If
it is possible, as much as depends on you,
live peaceably with all men” (Rom. 12:18)

O Zeal is expressed in ways controlled by
God in the Scriptures (Rom. 10:2)

O Without exception, we are committed to
God's high standard of morality, refusing
to compromise anything revealed in the
New Testament.

Being afollower of Christ hasalwaysbeen
about faith based on personal study and in-
vestigation. True faith and its expression
may seem strange, even extreme, to those
who are unfamiliar with faith asrevealed in
the New Testament. Different or devoted
does not mean cultic.

Our desire to do what isright in the sight
of God must drive usto search for and find
Histruewill asrevealed in the Bible. These
are the people you will find in God's true
church. A cult triesto decidefor you—God's
peoplewant you to look to God in Hisword
to decide for you!
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